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Welcome to an exciting new world of learning through exploration, play and inquiry in Kindergarten! The first day of Kindergarten
is an exciting time for you and your child. It can also be a time of mixed emotions about coming to school. Gregory A. Hogan is
committed to making this transition from home to school a positive experience for you and your child. In order to assist with this
transition, we have created this handbook to help you prepare your child for school and to inform you of important school procedures.
Your child will enjoy many new and exciting experiences in Kindergarten. The kindergarten program is an inquiry and play based
learning program and is rooted in the following four learning foundations:





Belonging (sense of connectedness)
Engagement (sense of involvement)
Expression (sense of listening and being heard)
Well-Being (sense of self)

GUIDELINES FOR SCHOOL ENTRY IN SEPTEMBER 2018
The Ministry of Education’s vision is to provide families of kindergarten children with increasingly integrated early years programs
and services. Please note that newly revised kindergarten documents refer to early years programing as Year 1 and Year 2 kindergarten programs and no longer JK and SK.
FIRST DAY PROCEDURES:
SCHOOL ENTRY:

Please note that schools are not permitted to post class lists prior to the first day of school as staffing and class organization
can be subject to change depending on increased enrolment over the summer months.

In compliance with this protocol and in light of the fact that our goal is to ensure that a child’s transition to school is as
smooth as possible, we will be assigning each kindergarten student to a letter representing each of the five (5) kindergarten
classes in our school (A, B, C, D, and E). (Please see the label on front of booklet) Please pay close attention to the letter
that your child has been assigned, as this will indicate where your child is to line up on the first day of school.

Parents of Year 1 and Year 2 kindergarten children are to walk along the path of the gated parking lot towards the kindergarten playground (North side of the school).

Parents are asked to look for the letters that are posted on the outside windows of the kindergarten classrooms. Your child
is to be dropped off in the line indicating the letter that he/she has been assigned.

The classroom teacher will meet you outside to welcome our new Griffins and to call each child’s name that will be in their
class.
WEATHER - RAIN

In the event that it rains, all kindergarten and grades 1 – 3 meet in the gym. Posters indicating the letters A, B,
C, D, E for Kindergarten will be posted on gym walls as well as posters for grades 1 – 3. T

Once inside the school, students will line up according to letter signs posted

Teachers will then read out their class lists and students will follow the teacher to their classroom.
DISMISSAL:

Parents picking up their child at the end of the day are to pick students up at the back door of their kindergarten classroom.

Please be advised that the start and end times of the school day are very busy times with much activity in our cubby areas
as children prepare for entry into school or prepare to go home. In order to ensure the safety of all children, we ask that
parents wait for their child outside of the classroom and NOT enter the school during these times.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PREPARING YOUR CHILD:
SCHOOL TIMES:

PLEASE NOTE: Please do not drop off children before 8:40 a.m. as there is no supervision prior to this time. We ask that unless
you have an appointment, do not pick up your child too early as we are committed to protecting class instructional time. It is imperative that the office and the classroom teacher are notified of any dismissal changes.
BUS PROCEDURES: As you can appreciate, the arrival of children at school each day is a very busy time! The end of the school day
is also very hectic, as students are exiting the building to go home. Our primary concern at these crucial times is to ensure the safety of all children while loading and unloading the buses so that buses make their route with connecting schools in a timely manner.


Please note that our parking lot is not designed to accommodate the large volume of vehicles belonging to family members whose children attend our school. With the increased enrolment of students in our building and many buses servicing our school community (14 buses), it is imperative that the parking lot is free of congestion during loading and unloading
of buses. To this end, please note the following bussing procedures for September 2018:

Walkers will be dismissed first to allow parents to vacate the parking lot before the loading of buses.

Our school will have 2 dismissal bells – one for the walkers at 3:20 and the other for bus students at 3:25

Parents who are picking up their child from school at the end of the day must do so promptly at 3:20 before bus students are dismissed and begin loading the buses at 3:25

If you are picking up your child and have parked in our parking lot, you MUST vacate the parking lot prior to 3:30 to
allow for safe and timely departure of all buses. Parents will not be permitted to enter the parking lot once buses
begin loading and exiting the school premises.

Parents picking up their child before 3:20 must report to the office. Your child will be called down to the
office. Please do not go directly to your child’s classroom.

When picking up a child from school, parents are encouraged to park on Cathcart, Esser Cres. or Acadia Court to ensure easy and safe departure from school and to avoid interfering with the buses.

LUNCH: “Research shows students learn better when they’re well nourished. Healthy eating has been linked to higher grades,
better memory, more alertness, faster information processing and improved health leading to better school attendance…” (Elisa
Zied, author of “Feed Your Family Right.”) Please provide a nutritious lunch including healthy snacks for your child every day as
your child will be exerting lots of energy throughout the day.
SNACK TIME: Our school is NUT safe. Due to children with many different types of allergies in the classroom, we ask that all food
items be nut free. The students will have two snack times a day. Children are encouraged to bring nutritious snacks for our breaks.
Nutritional snacks include foods such as fruits, vegetables (already peeled or cut.), yogurt, cheese etc.
RECESSES: The kindergarten children go out for recess in the designated kindergarten playground. Children can not stay in during
recesses, as there is no supervision in the classrooms during these times. If you feel your child should stay in due to a cold, etc.
we ask that you keep them home until they fully recuperate.
CLOTHING: Please dress your child appropriately for the weather as they are outside at lunch and recess. Remember casual, simple clothing is preferred for active play and messy crafts. Please label all your child’s clothing and belongings clearly. Please note
that our Parent Council is hosting an Oliver’s Labels Fundraiser. Highly recommended for our Year 1 students just starting school!
Labels can be ordered on-line at https://www.oliverslabels.com/fundraising/login

When purchasing items for school (i.e. backpacks, lunch pails, coats, sweaters, shoes, etc.), please keep in mind your child’s abilities to dress independently. Your child is expected to dress and undress him/herself in the washroom and we will work on getting
dressed independently. Please make sure that the backpack is a good-sized, child-friendly one that will fit all their accessories
(lunch pail, etc.).
EXTRA CLOTHING: Even the best trained children can have toilet accidents. Students can also have accidents in the schoolyard
where they become wet or muddy. An extra pair of underwear, socks, shirt and pants with your child’s name on it could save you
an extra trip to the school. Extra clothing will be kept in the coatroom in a container above their hook.
SHOES: Running shoes are necessary for the gymnasium and practical for the classroom. We strongly discourage dress shoes, as
they can be very unsafe on our tile floors. Slip-ons or Velcro is recommended rather than high top or lace up shoes to aid your
child in his/her ability to dress independently. We would also request that your child have two pair of shoes (indoor and outdoor
shoes). Since the indoor shoes remain at school all year, be sure to buy an ample size and label clearly, as other children may purchase similar shoes. Shoes will be stored in the coatroom. Dark-soled shoes are not allowed in the gym as they mark the gym
floor. It is mandatory that students have footwear due to fire marshal regulations. NOTE: if you are unable to provide a second
pair of shoes, please notify the office. We will be happy to assist you.
ABSENCE: If your child will NOT be attending school for any reason, please send a note and/or notify the school’s secretary by
phone (519-542-8190). If someone other than yourself (the parent) is picking up your child, please notify the teacher and /or
office by note or phone. Identification may be requested at the office when picking up your child. Also for your child’s safety,
please reinforce that play dates with the other children can only be arranged through parents at home.
Notes: If you are sending a note to your child’s teacher in the morning, please place it in the “sac en plastique” (Ziploc bag).
Please check your child’s backpack for the “sac en plastique” which contains school newsletters. For any notes, money, etc. that
you do send to school, please send in a sealed envelope with your family name clearly written on the outside and place in the Ziploc
bag.
EMERGENCIES: It is very important that we have the name and number of someone reliable and with transportation available to
them for emergencies. Please contact the school if there are any changes to be made to the student contact information.
BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CHILDCARE (YMCA): A before and after school program is offered by the YMCA at Gregory A. Hogan
school. The program is available for children JK to 12 yrs old and offers a seamless transition from school to a daycare learning
environment. The program runs from 7:00 a.m. to school start in the morning and from the end of the school day to 6:00 p.m.
Helpful Hints for Preparing Your Child:













A “dress rehearsal” can make a big difference in making your son/daughter
feel more comfortable by knowing what to expect.
Show the route to school and review bus safety and walking rules.
Develop morning and lunch routines before school.
Arrange time for your child to play and interact with other children.
Listen attentively to your child and encourage them to express their thoughts
in full sentences.
Dress your child in easy to fasten clothing to encourage independence.
Label all your child’s belongings.
Provide your child with sufficient rest – 10 to 14 hours of sleep per night with a consistent bedtime.
Reinforce positive aspects of the first day. Let them know that you will be excited to hear about their day when they get
home.
Make your goodbye quick, light and reassuring. Children often experience greater success interacting with other children
and adults once the parent has dropped the child off. Remind your child that you will be picking him/her up or waiting at
home when he/she returns. Try not to communicate any feelings of anxiety or separation that you may have.

This is going to be a fun day!

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD AT HOME
Things you can do at home to support your child’s French language learning

include some French in your everyday home life, for example, watching a
French program on television, a video, attending a cultural event in French or
listening to a tape of French songs. (You will learn some French too, and the
whole family will have fun!)

review the French vocabulary of the week or month with your child

Listen to, repeat, recite, and sing along with your child as he shares his latest
French song, rhyme or story.
Things you can do at home to encourage your child to be more self-sufficient

encourage your child to make decisions by offering him choices

encourage your child to take responsibility for some tasks

provide opportunities for your child to practice buttoning, doing zippers, drawing, cutting, blowing nose and tying shoelaces
Things you can do at home to promote your child’s good health to be more self-sufficient

ensure plenty of rest, with early bedtimes

ensure that your child eats a variety of nutritious foods from all the food groups

encourage your child to walk, stretch, hop, jump, run dance or skip, both indoors and outdoors
Include your child in everyday activities to practice new skills and explore new concepts

baking—have your child help to measure ingredients

walking—encourage your child to observe his environment and to develop an active lifestyle

shopping—point out the names of stores, gas stations, businesses, restaurants and schools; notice traffic signs

gardening—give the child a small section to plant and care for

writing—include a note from your child in letters to family; have the child write telephone messages and lists

cleaning and tidying up—help the child sort toys into categories: cars, blocks, dishes, and puzzles.
What Else Could I Do At Home?

Read, read and read some more!

Discuss the pictures and the story after you have read.

Track the print—left to right—top to bottom.

Provide a good role model. Read and write at home yourself.

Teach your child rhymes, emphasizing similarities and differences in sounds.

Model proper speech.

Count with your child.

Make sets with the numbers from 1 to 5.

Help your child print his/her name.

Make patterns with construction paper, beads etc.

Play with the alphabet letter tiles, magnetic letters etc.

Build alphabet trains together.

Play with puzzles.

Encourage your child’s successes.

Sing Songs
Tips For Reading Adapted from “Yes, You Can Help”.

The most important foundation for reading is established before your child goes to school. There is nothing more important
that you can do for your child than to establish a love of books and an appreciation of the written word.



Expose your child to English and French reading material as often as possible. Use a variety of genres (i.e. newspapers, comic books, fiction, and non-fiction). Discuss content with your child and encourage verbal feedback. Model reading to show
that books can be a form of entertainment as well as a source of information.



Libraries and Book Clubs are an excellent source for obtaining quality reading material. Parents can assist their child in learning how to locate information and resources which will support his/her learning.

There are several differences between French and English pronunciation to note as you read along with your child:

consonants are essentially the same;

there are significant differences between the sounds of the vowels;

h is always silent in French;

an s at the end of a word, to indicate the plural, is silent;

qu sounds like k (not kw as quiet);

th is pronounced t;

ch is pronounced like the English sh;

i is pronounced like the long English e (see);

ou in French always sounds like troop (not out);

oi sounds like wa in wash;

au and eau have the long o sound (go);

ez has the long a sound (say);

accents change the sounds of vowels;

< è sounds like the short English e (peck) ;

< é sounds like the long a sound (say);

< ê sounds like the short English e (peck);

< ç sounds like the s sound (sand);

stress falls on the last sounded syllable (tapi sounds like tap-ee);

when a word begins with a vowel (or a silent h), it is usually joined with the last consonant of the preceding word – it will
sound as though your child is reading one word instead of two.
RESOURCES:
Supporting your Child's Success in French Immersion and Extended French - Parent Guide
Ministry French Immersion Curriculum Document, Grades 1 – 8 and Ministry CORE and Extended French Curriculum Document, Grades 4 – 8, 2013
Canadian Parents for French (Ontario) - Canadian Parents for French Ontario has produced a series of tip sheets for parents on
how to support their children in French Immersion, Extended or Core French programs. In addition, an online step-by-step guide
on organizing a parent workshop has been developed to help school councils provide a way for parents to connect with the school
and with community partners to support their children’s French program
BBC: Primary Languages - French - This site provides numerous activities to help your child learn French

