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Week at a Glance for Families

Monday, June 5

e EQAO — Grade 6 in the AM and PM

e Monday Liturgy in the gym at 12:20pm

« Track practice after school to 3:50pm

e Knitting Club at the Church at Lunch time — Grade 4

e Youth Group-Gr 3 &4 and 5&6 today! At the Church at 7pm

« Ultimate Frisbee for Grade 5 students at St. Pat’s all day
e Track practice after school at the Track on East Street until 5pm

Wednesday, June 7

e School Mass at the Church at 9am — Students are asked to bring a donation for the
St. Vincent de Paul Food Barrel

e Parent Council meeting at 6:30pm

e Track practice after school to 3:50pm

e Prayer Warriors-Prayer Changes Things Sacred Heart Church 3:30- 4:30pm

e Grade 8 year end trip
« Track practice after school to 3:50pm

Friday, June 9
» PA day — no classes today

ATTACHMENTS:

e LITERACY - Helping your child to make inferences and draw conclusions
e View the latest school news at our School News website: SACRED HEART NEWS

Have a great weekend, everyone!
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http://www.st-clair.net/SHS/news.aspx
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Making Inferences and Drawing Conclusions

Observations occur when we can see something happening. In contrast, inferences are what
we figure out based on an experience. Helping your child understand when information is
implied, or not directly stated, will improve her skill in drawing conclusions and making
inferences. These skills will be needed for all sorts of school assignments, including reading,
science and social studies. Inferential thinking is a complex skill that will develop over time
and with experience.

Families can create opportunities to practice inferential thinking. Below are a few ways to
help familiarize your child with this way of thinking and learning:

1) Explain to your child that we make conclusions about things and draw inferences all
the time. Draw a conclusion together and then talk about what clues were used to
come to that conclusion. For example, Erin played outside today. How can we tell?
Muddy shoes, jump rope on front porch, water bottle out. Dad seems tired tonight.
How can we tell? He's rubbing his eyes, he's on the couch, he was yawning at the
dinner table.

2) Paper bag mystery person: Put a few items into a brown paper bag. Tell your child the
bag belongs to a certain type of person. Their job is to tell you something about the
person. Then, take out each item one by one and talk about it.

Example #1: goggles, a swim cap, a swim ribbon, a stop watch
Example #2: a bookmark, a library card, a stuffed animal, a book

3) Wordless picture books provide your child with practice using clues to create meaning.
There are no wrong stories with wordless picture books, only variations based on what
the "reader" sees and puts together. Rosie's Walk (Hutchins), Good Dog, Carl (Day),
and Beaver Is Lost (Cooper) are all interesting and fun wordless picture books to
explore.

4) Play twenty questions! This familiar word game helps build inference skills. As your
child develops skill with the game, encourage him to avoid asking direct questions
like, "Is it a dog?" Rather, encourage him to ask broader questions, "Does it walk on
four feet?" Then, when your child figures it out, ask him to tell you the clues that lead
to the right answer.

5) Create scenarios in which your child must use what they already know to predict an
outcome. For example, growing seeds. Present your child with various scenarios (a
seed will be given water and sunlight, a seed will get no water, a seed will be in a
dark room). Ask your child to predict whether the seed will grow. Help your child
become aware that she used information she knew about growing seeds, combined
with new information, to fill in information about the seeds.

Learning to draw conclusions and inferences is a skill that develops over time. The skill
requires children to put together various pieces of information, and relies on good word
knowledge. Help your child develop skill by providing experience with inferential information,
making implied information more clear, and helping your child draw conclusions based on
the evidence.
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http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0020437501/readingrocket-20
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