St. Clair Catholic

District School Board

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Community Living Chatham-Kent

Community Living Wallaceburg

Suicide Prevention Committee Sarnia-Lambton
Pathways Health Centre for Children

Down Syndrome Association of Lambton County

Trustees

Principal/Vice Principal Representatives

Board Advisors

Guests

Regrets

SEAC MEETING MINUTES
October 21, 2024 - 5:30 p.m.
Virtual Via Teams Meeting

Kayla Murphy / Steve Stokley
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Melanie Coll

Garth Lepine

Jennifer McCann
Brenda Rumble

Tiffany Clarke (VP)
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Lisa Demers

Jennifer Morrow

Katie Papanayotou
Chris Preece

Lisa Thompson-Power
Hollie Sparling

Julie Mikel-Gilmore
Lauri Doig

Jennifer McCann
Garth Lepine
Katie Papanayotou
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A.

CALL TO ORDER
1. Welcome & Opening Prayer
2. Adoption of SEAC Agenda - October 21, 2024 (Motion)
Motion By Michelle Parks and seconded by Kayla Murphy to adopt the SEAC Agenda of

Monday, October 21, 2024. Carried.

3. Review of SEAC Minutes - September 16, 2024 (Motion)
Motion By Kayla Murphy and seconded by Melanie Coll to adopt the SEAC Minutes of

Monday, September 16, 2024. Carried.
PRESENTATIONS
1. “"How I Function”, a student’s perspective Julie Mikel-Gilmore
Lauri Doig

Julie is a grade 8 student at Gregory A Hogan Catholic school in Sarnia.

She independently initiated and created this presentation to share her life
experiences specific to her hearing needs. She has had hearing aids for as long as
she can remember. She hopes her presentation will teach people about hearing so
that they can use the knowledge moving forward.

e Julie shared information about how people, with hearing in the normal range, hear
compared to how people who are deaf or hard of hearing hear.

e Julie shared information about the parts of the ear, different types of hearing levels,
audiograms and speech bananas, types of hearing aids and personal FM systems,
simulation demonstration of normal to severely impaired hearing, and the struggles
deaf people face when speech/lip reading as a form of communication compared to
using ASL.

e Julie discussed how we can improve hearing for everyone. We can face them when
speaking, reduce background noise, be in a well lit area, maintain eye contact,
speak at a normal rate, reduce visual noise, provide notes, and arrange seating in a
semi circle arrangement.
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C.  ASSOCIATION REPORTS

1. Community Living Chatham-Kent Kayla Murphy
e Community Living Chatham-Kent is gearing up for our 5K Run & Wheel being
held on Saturday, October 19, 2024, at Mud Creek Trail.
https://raceroster.com/events/2024/92366/clc-k-5k-run-and-wheel
e Current Opportunities
e Part-time Direct Support Professional Children's Respite
e Part-time Direct Support Professional
https://www.clc-k.ca/careers/
e Community Relations
e September 12, 2024 - Community Living Chatham-Kent's Annual Walkathon
took place at the Canteen on Grand Avenue. The theme was 'Rock the Walk.'
e Much work was put into the 2025 Lottery Calendar 'Shining Stars of Service:
A Year of Volunteer Impact”
https://www.clc-k.ca/our-impact/events-fundraising/lottery-calendar/
e Coming soon! (Events)
e Free 2-day Week Workshop: Trauma Informed Care for the Caregiver
(October 22-29, 2024: 6pm - 8pm) — see flyer for details
e Bowling for Bucks (October 26, 2024, Doors: 8pm, Start: 9pm, Bowlerama) —
see flyer for details
e Community Christmas Concert (December 6, 2024) — see flyer for Save the
Date details
e Newsletter
e 2024 Community Connections #3 - download here:
https://www.clc-k.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Community-Connections-N
ewsletter-issue-3-8.pdf
e Subscribe here:
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/manage/optin/ea?v=001ajn8p6pa5TVp10

6Z1SrTYgO489Xt0cN23MNdwcK9gY7RBET2rIh7ZftgpF_WZmI94BgpWo0c8CYh
ZR6S HOhlo-UJT-6ey7I

2. Community Living Wallaceburg Patricia Peters
e CLW has a new Director of Support Operations - Clay Scott is the successful
candidate.
e Board support to extend the current strategic plan has been given for two more
years.
e CLW is in need of an accessible van and are hoping the community can help them
acquire one.

e Upcoming Recreational activities: Halloween Dance next Wednesday, October 30,
2024 at the Wallaceburg Legion and a New Years dance also at the Wallaceburg
Legion. Note - it is not on New Years Eve.
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e There was a Riverfest event at the Glasstown Brewery in Wallaceburg. It was a
fundraiser and the funds will be used for a local family to provide information
sessions in the community to develop awareness on Autism.

e CLW will host Mental Health First Aid Training November 7-8, 2024. It is usually well
attended by the community.

e CLW is hiring for Clay Scott’s previous position of Manager of Support Operations
and for the positions of Casual Direct Support Professionals.

3. Suicide Prevention Committee Sarnia-Lambton Michelle Parks
e Partnership with TFT (Talk for Tamara) to host the upcoming event: Trees of Hope,
which will be held November 23 to December 1, 2024 at the Lambton Mall. People
can bid on the trees as a fundraiser.

4. Pathways Health Centre for Children Melanie Coll
e Secret Santa Shoppe being held from November 15-24, 2024 at Pathways. They are
looking for volunteers to be elves. These elves will help shoppers choose items in
the shoppe. More details to follow on their website and social media.
e Pathways is hosting Trauma Informed Care for the Caregiver workshops on
November 5 and 12, 2024 from 10am-12pm and on November 6 and 13, 2024 from
6pm-8pm. The speaker is Lauren Van Ewyk. All sessions are open to the community.

5. Down Syndrome Association of Lambton County Garth Lepine

e DSALC held a Speech Camp Program this month. This is a monthly program for
kids with Down Syndrome from 1 year old to young adult, to help them with
promoting speech development and stimulation. DSALC is currently looking for
support to keep this program going as it is a big expense to the organization.

e DSALC is supporting the Stars of Tomorrow 21+ - they are having a show on
December 23, 2024 (more details to follow).

e DSALC participated in the Down Syndrome Association of Ontario 'Down Right
Incredible!" conference in Niagara Falls, with guest speaker Sheena Smith and
movie screening of ‘The Champions’ with Woody Harrelson.

D. UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES
e N/A

E. NEW BUSINESS (Motion)
e N/A
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F. INFORMATION ITEMS

1. Mental Health and Wellbeing Updates Chris Preece

Hosted a SEL Conference in London on October 2-3, 2024. There were 78 people in
attendance. Both Dr. Jean Clinton and Dr. Kim Schonert-Reichl were guest speakers
who showcased how SEL can be embedded in schools, classrooms, and in our 1:1
work with students.

On October 11, 2024 we hosted an EA training day - Lauren Van Ewyk from the
Family Counselling Centre in Sarnia spoke to the group where the focus was on self
care. The group also listened to the video of Dr. Jody Carrington from the
September PD day in the afternoon, and then completed a variety of SEL carousel
activities.

There is a Parent Mental Health Literacy Advisory Group. The group gives insight
and will lead the part of the Board’s Strategic Plan focusing on mental health
literacy. The next meeting with the parent group is on November 23, 2024.

A Mental Health Leadership committee is being formed. The committee will give
advice on the overall strategic mental health plan in schools and how we can
collaborate.

As mandated by PPM 169, a module about mental health prevention, intervention,
and postvention for student suicide ideation has been created. It is for all board staff
and will be completed by all SCCDSB staff on the November 15, 2024 PD Day.
Anti-bullying week in SCCDSB is referred to as Kindness Week and will run from
November 18-22, 2024. Placemats of activities for whole school groups, classroom,
small group activities will be shared with all schools.

Healthy school banners have been created and will be shared with all schools when
ready. The banner will say, "Welcome to Our School” and will display messaging on
how to keep yourself well. For example: unplug, say your prayers, get enough sleep,
etc.

2. SEA Equipment Audit Jennifer Morrow

Jen shared information on the SEA audit. SEA stands for Specialized Equipment
Allotment. It is funding for school boards to purchase specialized equipment so that
students can access the curriculum while at school.

We have been informed that SCCDSB has been chosen to be audited this school
year by the Ministry of Education.

The Ministry will choose two schools to audit. One elementary school and one
secondary school. We will not know which schools prior to the audit. During the
audit, the Ministry will speak to the principal, one teacher, one program resource
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teacher and the program resource consultant responsible for SEA. The Ministry will
want to ensure the equipment (Chromebooks, soundfield systems, lifts, walkers,
standers, etc.) is assigned correctly, recorded in the IEP and on SEAit, and how it is
being used by students, etc.

e We are working to ensure that all SEA equipment is accounted for and has been
recorded correctly to align with SEA guidelines to ensure we are prepared for the
audit.

G. REPORTS FROM THE BOARD

e Scott Johnson is retiring effective April, 2025. The search for a new Director of
Education will begin in the new year.

e Opening ceremonies were held at both St. Teresa of Calcutta and Gregory A. Hogan
Catholic Schools on October 16, 2024. Both schools are beautiful.

H. QUESTIONS ASKED BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
e N/A

L. PRESENTATIONS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
o N/A

J. FUTURE MEETING DATES

Monday, November 18, 2024
Monday, December 16, 2024
Monday, January 20, 2025
Monday, February 10, 2025
Monday, March 17, 2025
Monday, April 14, 2025
Monday, May 12, 2025
Monday, June 16, 2025

K. CLOSING PRAYER

L. ADJOURNMENT (Motion)
Motion By Melanie Coll and seconded by Patricia Peters to adjourn the SEAC meeting of
Monday, October 21, 2024 at 6:41 p.m. Carried.
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