District School Board

SPECTAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Community Living Chatham-Kent

Community Living Wallaceburg

Suicide Prevention Committee Sarnia-Lambton

Pathways Health Centre for Children

Down Syndrome Association of Lambton County

Learning Disabilities Association of Chatham-Kent
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Regrets

Kayla Murphy / Steve Stokley

Patricia Peters
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Kristin O'Neill

Kristy Bodkin

. . SEAC MEETING MINUTES
St. Clair Catholic May 12, 2025 - 5:30 p.m.
Virtual Via Teams Meeting

Jennifer McCann
Brenda Rumble

Tiffany Clarke (VP)
Jessica Verstraeten

Jennifer Morrow
Stephanie Orrange
Katie Papanayotou

Chris Preece

Lisa Thompson-Power

Hollie Sparling

Chris Preece

Patricia Peters
Kayla Murphy
Michelle Parks
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A. CALL TO ORDER

1. Welcome & Opening Prayer

2. Adoption of SEAC Agenda - May 12, 2025 (Motion)
Motion by Melanie Coll and seconded by Steve Stokley to adopt the SEAC agenda of
May 12, 2025. Carried.

3. Review of SEAC Minutes - April 14, 2025 (Motion)
Motion by Melanie Coll and seconded by Garth Lepine to adopt the SEAC minutes of
April 14, 2025. Carried.

B.  PRESENTATIONS

1. Special Education Report Stephanie Orrange

Report will be presented at Board meeting on May 13, 2025
Report will then be published on board’s public website

2. Accessibility Report Jen Morrow

Based on results of survey made available to all staff

Areas for continued focus include staff training, facility improvements and inclusive
curriculum

Attitudinal barriers are addressed by MLL work, Ambassador Presentations to help
students understand how their words impact inclusion, and through mental health
work

Architectural barriers are adapted throughout the system to meet student needs
Technological barriers are overcome through the use of specialized technology (i.e.,
assistive technology software such as Read & Write; universal reading support
programs, access to devices such as sound field systems and microphones that are
safe/accessible for all students - Catch Box)

Information and Communication barriers are overcome with upgrades to network
capacity, timely access to IT support; refreshing chromebook devices, installation of
specialized apps and software, all help to ensure accessibility for students

Policy barriers are reviewed annually with an equity lens

C.  ASSOCIATION REPORTS
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. Community Living Chatham-Kent Kayla Murphy / Steve Stokley
o N/A

. Community Living Wallaceburg Patricia Peters
e N/A

. Suicide Prevention Committee Sarnia-Lambton Michelle Parks

e N/A

. Pathways Health Centre for Children Melanie Coll

e 50th Anniversary Open House on Wednesday, May 14, 2025 - all are welcome

. Down Syndrome Association of Lambton County Garth Lepine

e Preparing for upcoming show: Stars 21+ 'Confidence is Cool’
e Showtimes June 20, 2025 at 7pm & June 21, 2025 at 2pm
e Tickets are $15 each

. Learning Disabilities Association of Chatham-Kent Kristin O'Neill

e Registration is open for summer programs (tutoring, social skills and SOAR program)
e Received funding from CSJ for summer tutoring funds

e Recipient of the Ontario Trillium Foundation’s Grow Grant

e Will use grant to incorporate social-emotional learning into summer programs

. Community Living Sarnia-Lambton Kristy Bodkin

e Annual Family Picnic - June 7, 2025 at Canatara Park
e Deadline for summer camp applications is Friday, May 16, 2025: spots are filling up

UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES

e N/A

NEW BUSINESS (Motion)

e N/A

INFORMATION ITEMS

1. Mental Health and Wellbeing Updates Chris Preece

o N/A
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2. Ambassador Presentations Hollie Sparling

As part of the Open Doors Diversity project, a series of virtual presentations were
provided for elementary students to consider how their word choices can impact
inclusion

Ambassadors from the Rick Hansen Foundation shared their lived experiences
with a disability, explained how the words we choose matter and can impact
inclusion, and answered questions from the students

Pre and post activities were provided to offer context to the presentations and to
spark further reflection and conversations about accessibility and inclusion

Three presentations were provided: K-Grade 3, Grades 4-8, Grade 6-8 French
Immersion

Next steps include sharing a survey for participants, a request for in-person
ambassador presentations for secondary schools (Fall 2025)

Inclusive sport workshop with RHF to occur on May 22, 2025, co-facilitated by
RHF staff and Canadian Dual Sport Paralympian, Darda Sales

Creation of inclusive sport and recreation kits to promote accessibility and
inclusion will be available for loan in Fall 2025

3. Special Olympics Katie Papanayotou

On April 16, 2025 Holy Trinity Catholic School hosted the first annual Special
Olympics Sarnia Sports Festival: a day filled with sports, celebration, and
community spirit

Invitations were extended to all Grade 2—-8 students with physical and intellectual
disabilities throughout the SCCDSB

Nine elementary schools participated in the event, with approximately 50
athletes competing in eight different events, including; floor hockey, mini golf,
bowling, yard games, basketball, soccer, floor curling, and dance (some
equipment was purchased with Open Doors Diversity grant funds)
Transportation was provided from Chatham, with a stop in Wallaceburg, to help
eliminate barriers and ensure all students could attend

The festival provided a meaningful opportunity for students with physical and
intellectual disabilities to connect with same-age peers from across the school
board

Throughout the day, participants engaged in fun, inclusive activities that
encourage teamwork, friendship, and mutual support

Laughter, high-fives, and shared victories filled the air as students built lasting
bonds and experienced the joy of coming together through sport

G. REPORTS FROM THE BOARD
o N/A
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QUESTIONS ASKED BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
e N/A

L. PRESENTATIONS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
e N/A

J. FUTURE MEETING DATES
Monday, June 16, 2025

K. CLOSING PRAYER

L. ADJOURNMENT (Motion)
Motion by Melanie Coll and seconded by Kristy Bodkin to adjourn the SEAC meeting of
Monday, May 12, 2025 at 6:10 pm. Carried.
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