St. Clair Catholic SEAC MEETING MINUTES
. February 10, 2025 - 5:30 p.m.
Virtual Via Teams Meeting

District School Board

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

Community Living Chatham-Kent Kayla Murphy / Steve Stokley
Community Living Wallaceburg Patricia Peters

Suicide Prevention Committee Sarnia-Lambton Michelle Parks

Pathways Health Centre for Children Melanie Coll

Down Syndrome Association of Lambton County Garth Lepine

Learning Disabilities Association of Chatham-Kent Kristin O'Neill

Trustees Jennifer McCann

Brenda Rumble

Principal/Vice Principal Representatives Tiffany Clarke (VP)
Jessica Verstraeten

Board Advisors Lisa Demers
Jennifer Morrow
Katie Papanayotou
Chris Preece
Lisa Thompson-Power
Hollie Sparling

Guests Heather Hagan
Courtney Mellow

Regrets Jennifer McCann

Absent Garth Lepine
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CALL TO ORDER

1. Welcome & Opening Prayer

2. Adoption of SEAC Agenda - February 10, 2025 (Motion)
Motion By Kayla Murphy and seconded by Michelle Parks to adopt the SEAC Agenda of
Monday, February 10, 2025. Carried.

3. Review of SEAC Minutes - January 20, 2025 (Motion)
Motion By Michelle Parks and seconded by Melanie Coll to adopt the SEAC Minutes of

Monday, January 20, 2025. Carried.
A. PRESENTATIONS
1. Supporting-ELL-Students--Building-Capacity Heather Hagan

Project goals include creating/ enhancing supports such as through multi-level
leadership, intake and orientation processes, and ongoing assessment to inform
equitable instruction and assessment of ELL/ MLL students

Board statistics for the 2023/24 school year were shared, highlighting various
MLL/ELL trends throughout the school system

MLLs/ELLs are placed in elementary grades according to their age; secondary
students may have a lighter course load initially to support their transition

Steps to English Proficiency (STEP) Assessments are used to assess and monitor
students’ language acquisition and literacy development

The results are used to create individualized student profiles so that students can be
placed on a continuum, with specific recommendations for program adaptations at
each step/level

Program adaptations, including modifications and accommodations, are available to
all for MLLs/ELL students without an IEP (program adaptations are noted on
provincial report cards)

A variety of effective teaching, assessment and monitoring strategies to support
MLLs/ELLs were shared within a Culturally Relevant and Responsive Pedagogy
(CRRP) context

CRRP is a teaching approach that recognizes and values students’ cultural
backgrounds
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2. Leveraging Al to support Students Courtney Mellow

Al can significantly enhance teacher planning by automating administrative
tasks, allowing teachers to focus more on instruction and student engagement
English language learners are accomplishing two simultaneous tasks: they are
learning the curriculum while also learning the language of instruction
Programs for English language learners must be differentiated to take into
account the unique needs of this group of learners

Several Al tools were demonstrated that educators can leverage to meet the
diverse needs of their MLLs/ELLs

C.  ASSOCIATION REPORTS

1. Community Living Chatham-Kent Kayla Murphy
Community Relations

January 15, 2025 - Jenny McGregor and Steve Stokely had a booth at the
Chatham Kent Chamber of Commerce BizConnect of the Portuguese Club
January 31, 2025 - Lottery Calendar sales closed, and 1,816 calendars were sold
A collaboration was established with Loretta's in Erieau for a Valentine's Day
Fundraiser

The first Gala sponsor, The Optimist Club of Chatham, was confirmed

Current Opportunities

Part-time Direct Support Professional

o https://www.clc-k.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Part-Time-DSP-April-2024.pdf
Children's Respite - Part-time Direct Support Professional

o  https://www.clc-k.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Part-Time-DSP-April-2024-Childrens-Respite. pdf
Direct Support Professional II - JOBWORX - Job Posting

o  https://www.clc-k.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2025-February-DSPII-JOBWORX. pdf

Direct Support Professional II - JOBWORX - Job Description
o  https://www.clc-k.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/2022-Nov-Direct-Support-Professional-11-CC. pdf

Rob McLandress Make a Dream Come True

The Rob McLandress Make a Dream Come True Fund was made possible through
a bequest to Community Living Chatham-Kent by the late Father James Williams.
Father Williams was an ongoing supporter of the work of Community Living
Chatham-Kent and his bequest was made in honour of Rob McLandress, whose
family he was very close to.

The application period for 2025 will open in February

o https://www.clc-k.ca/our-impact/rob-mclandress-make-a-dream-come-true-fund/

Newsletter

e Subscribe here: https://www.clc-k.ca/news-media/newsletter/
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. Community Living Wallaceburg Patricia Peters

e \Valentine's Day Dance at Wallaceburg Legion from 6-8 pm

e Wednesday, April 16, 2025 Annual Box Lunch to support the purchase of an
accessible van

e Early bird special pricing available for 30th Annual Golf Tournament Classic -
September 26, 2025 at Maple City Golf Club

. Community Living Sarnia Kristy Bodkin

e Kylainah Zacharczuk, local author of the book You Can Find Me In Her Shadow, is
hosting a book signing from 5:30 - 7:30 pm on Thursday, February 20, 2025 at
CLSL Activity Centre 1091 Wellington St, Sarnia, ON

. Suicide Prevention Committee Sarnia-Lambton Michelle Parks

e Ten staff members are receiving training to support individuals with suicidal
thoughts

. Pathways Health Centre for Children Melanie Coll

e 6:00 - 7:30 pm February 19, 2025 at Pathways - Planning for Your Child's Future
event - RESPs, wills, tax considerations, etc
e 50th Anniversary Celebrations are ongoing

. Down Syndrome Association of Lambton County Garth Lepine

e N/A

. Learning Disabilities Association of Chatham-Kent Kristin O'Neill

e Fall/Winter tutoring session has concluded

e Spring (Feb 18 - June 9, 2025) tutoring term - student registration is complete and
volunteer recruitment is underway
My Superpower program registration is underway
Social skills program to start in March

UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES
e N/A

NEW BUSINESS (Motion)
e N/A
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F. INFORMATION ITEMS

1. 2025-2026 School Year Calendar Lisa Demers

Draft calendar was shared
Developed in collaboration with co-terminus boards and unions
Start date: September 2, 2025

2. Mental Health and Wellbeing Updates Chris Preece

Global Unplug Day- March 4th- staff, students and family are encouraged to
participate in this worldwide movement

Biannual School Climate Survey- will run for six weeks during April - May 2025
SEL Leadership Update - principals are leading a variety of activities to train
other principals in this work

Parent Engagement - SMHO and Family/Caregiver Skills Training - developed a
toolkit with short videos, tip sheets and supportive resources for parents/
guardians; train the trainer sessions scheduled for SCCDSB staff to support
families

Substance Abuse Prevention and Intervention Training

3. Preschool Transition Updates Lisa Thompson-Power

Preschool meetings are held for children with special needs who will be attending
school for the first time

The purpose of the meetings is to gather information from families and
community partners so that collaboratively we can plan and prepare for a smooth
transition to school. It is also a time for parents to meet school and board staff
where they can ask questions about their child’s entry to school.

Chatham-Kent meetings at CTC-CK on February 19 & 20, 2025

Sarnia-Lambton meetings at Pathways on February 24 & 25, 2025

CK & SL - Initial Intake meetings in February: 11+12 = 23 in Total

School based meetings in May/June: 6 + 18 - 24 in Total

4. Inclusive Sport (Open Doors Committee) Hollie Sparling

The Special Education department applied to the Ministry of Education for
funding to support removing barriers for students with disabilities

A multifaceted Open Doors project was approved, and funding has been received
Staff from across the board, in various positions, have formed an Open Doors
committee

The Inclusive Sport subcommittee will participate in a full-day Inclusive Sport
inservice, led by Rick Hansen Foundation staff and ambassadors with with lived
experience - Spring date TBD
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REPORTS FROM THE BOARD

e Most recent meeting included a presentation about Lexia and other phonetic reading
tools by St. Michael’s Bright's Grove

e Al Presentation by Courtney Mellow
Program to learn more about skilled trade was announced

e VP leadership pool appointments were announced

Q)

H. QUESTIONS ASKED BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
o N/A

L. PRESENTATIONS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
e N/A

J. FUTURE MEETING DATES

Monday, March 17, 2025
Monday, April 14, 2025
Monday, May 12, 2025
Monday, June 16, 2025

K. CLOSING PRAYER
L.  ADJOURNMENT (Motion)

Motion By Patricia Peters and seconded by Melanie Coll to adjourn the SEAC meeting of
Monday, February 10, 2025 at 6:45 p.m. Carried.
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