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SEAC MEETING MINUTES 
January 15, 2024 - 5:30 p.m. 

Virtual Via Teams Meeting 
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  
    
Community Living Chatham-Kent  Kayla Murphy / Steve Stokley 
 
Community Living Sarnia-Lambton  Brenda Roby 
 
Community Living Wallaceburg   Ryan Allaer / Clay Scott  
   
Suicide Prevention Committee Sarnia-Lambton  Michelle Parks 
 
Pathways Health Centre for Children  Melanie Coll 
 
Learning Disabilities Association of Chatham-Kent  Gabriela Todino 
 
Down Syndrome Association of Lambton County  Garth Lepine 
 
Trustees  Jennifer McCann 
  Brenda Rumble 
      
  
Principal/Vice Principal Representatives  Tiffany Clarke (VP) 
  Mike Giroux 
     
Board Advisors  Lisa Demers 
  Jennifer Morrow 
  Terri Rawlings  
  Chris Preece 
  Lisa Thompson-Power 
  Hollie Sparling 
 
Guests  Jamie Majeski 
  Abi McFadden 
  Jaden Nussey 
  Margaret Palmer 
 
Absent  Michelle Parks 
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A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
1. Welcome & Opening Prayer 

 
2. Adoption of SEAC Agenda - January 15, 2024 (Motion) 

Motion By Brenda Rumble and seconded by Melanie Coll to adopt the SEAC Agenda 
of Monday, January 15, 2024.    Carried. 

 
3. Review of SEAC Minutes - November 20, 2023 (Motion) 

Motion By Melanie Coll and seconded by Brenda Rumble to adopt the SEAC 
Minutes of Monday, November 20, 2023.    Carried. 

 
B. PRESENTATIONS 
 

1. Disability Awareness at UCC  Abi M. and Jaden N. 
● Margaret Palmer, Chaplain at UCC introduced the presenters. Margaret also 

helped facilitate this UCC Disability Awareness Campaign with Abi and Jaden. 
● This school year, these students spread awareness about disabilities throughout 

UCC in many different ways. 
● Abode Respite Services Inc., presented at the school teaching students about the 

local disability services history and ableism. Abi and Jaden spoke about their 
experiences of ableism at the end of the presentation from Abode.  

● Celebrating Disability Awareness Day on December 5, 2023 at UCC, both Jaden 
and Abi shared personal accounts as well as the fact that their parents and 
teachers are the 2 most important people in their lives for various reasons.  

 
2. SCCDSB Math Plan  Jamie Majeski   

● Jamie is the Board Math Lead. 
● Why do we learn math? - It is not only about the “math,” it is also about the 

development of neural pathways in the brain while learning math. The 
mathematical processes help to develop problem solving, reasoning, reflecting, 
connecting, communicating, etc. All are skills used throughout life.  

● Information was shared regarding the Math Achievement Action Plan for the 
Board, the 2020 ‘new’ Math Curriculum, Tiered instruction for Tiers 1, 2, & 3, 
MathUp Parallel Tasks, and KH Gap Identifying Next Steps. 

 
3. Mental Health Modules  Chris Preece 

● PPM 169 came into effect in SCCDSB on January 1, 2024.  
● The main role of schools in child and youth mental health is: Mental Health 

Promotion, Early Identification and Support, Prevention, Early Intervention, 
Pathways to, from, through more intensive services. 

● We need to work Upstream. 
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● Wayfinder is a compilation of SEL lessons that have just been released by SMHO. 
Our next step is to get this information in the hands of teachers to teach about 
mental health. 

● SMHO and the Ministry of Education released mandatory Mental Health Literacy 
Modules for Grades 7 and 8 as well as Secondary Schools Mental Health in Action 
Modules 9-12. These were created to support the existing mental health literacy 
expectations. 

 
C. ASSOCIATION REPORTS 
 

1. Community Living Chatham-Kent  Kayla Murphy / Steve Stokley 
● Snowflake Campaign brought in over $2000 - funds will be used for creative arts, 

and therapy for those who access services. 
● Many calendars were sold this year. 
● There was a float in the Chatham Christmas parade. 
● A presentation was made to the Rotary Club of Chatham Sunrise. 

 
2. Community Living Sarnia-Lambton  Brenda Roby 

● On December 6, 2023 at the Accessibility Awards John Hagens, Community Living 
Sarnia-Lambton’s outgoing Executive Director, received the Trailblazer Award which 
“celebrates the life-long passion, commitment, and creativity of individuals that have 
advocated and impacted the lives of people with disabilities in the City of Sarnia.” 
With John’s forward thinking and guidance, Community Living Sarnia-Lambton has 
long been recognized across Canada and the world as being a leader in the 
Disability Employment Services Sector, specifically for our jobPath Employment 
Discovery workshop and our Summer Employment Transitions program. 

● We anticipate submitting our application for our Canada Summer Job (CSJ) Grant 
application early January 2024, and expect to receive a response to our 
application by mid-April 2024. We utilize the grant to hire the Co-Coordinators 
and Summer Job Coaches for our Summer Employment Transitions program.  
 

● In December 2023, our team worked to complete the final prep for the first 
OPTIONS North/jobPath workshop. An Educational Assistant has been assigned 
to work alongside the two OPTIONS students that will be taking part, and we are 
looking forward to getting this opportunity started. 
 

3. Community Living Wallaceburg  Ryan Allaer / Clay Scott 
● The Employment Services program is coming to an end at the end of February 2024. 

The province has changed their funding model.  
 

4. Suicide Prevention Committee Sarnia-Lambton Michelle Parks 
● N/A 
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5. Pathways Health Centre for Children  Melanie Coll 
● Pathways has been awarded accreditation status with exemplary status again this 

year. 
● There will be a chicken pot pie fundraiser at the Dante Club in Sarnia. Information 

can be found on social media as of next week. 
 

6. Learning Disabilities Association of Chatham-Kent Gabriela Todino 
● LDAO completed the Social Skills term in December 2023 and will complete the Fall 

Winter Tutoring session in mid January 2024.  
● The Winter/Spring brochure for programming will be shared with schools in SCCDSB 

for distribution. 
● New program start dates are: 

- Tutoring will start on February 20, 2024 for elementary students 
- Social Skills will start on March 26 & 27, 2024 

● LDAO is looking for volunteer recruitment for the full 15 weeks of the tutoring term. 
Those interested are asked to contact LDAO. High school volunteer hours can be 
acquired as a tutor.  

 
7. Down Syndrome Association of Lambton County Garth Lepine 

● N/A 
 

D. UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 
E. NEW BUSINESS (Motion)  
 
F.  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

1.  Mental Health and Wellbeing Updates  Chris Preece 
● SEL Leadership group is a group of system principals who will work together to 

develop a plan to spread SEL into the school climate where it becomes an 
everyday, natural occurrence. 

● A survey went to all principals seeking input on the development of this plan. 
● The focus of the SEL educator group is to determine how we can support 

teachers who want to do more SEL in their classrooms. 
● Referrals for SSWT for the first term are 419 referrals. We are looking at ways to 

lessen the referrals by working upstream. There are 6 Social Workers in our 
board who receive most of these referrals.  

● We are participating in a pilot across Canada for MindUP in our secondary 
schools. There are 3 teachers at each high school who are part of the pilot work 
in their classrooms. These teachers will provide feedback to the MindUP group to 
be sure it is appropriate for secondary schools. 
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2.  KinderSTARt  Lisa Thompson-Power 
● KinderSTARt is the board’s interactive kindergarten experience created to 

welcome new students and their families to St. Clair Catholic. 
● Families have an opportunity to visit the school, meet staff, and engage in a 

carousel of activities to support students’ positive transition to kindergarten. 
● Our Board support Wellbeing team, SLP team, ABA team, and CST team have all 

contributed information to share with parents. As well, our partners from the 
Children’s Treatment Centre of Chatham Kent and Pathways Centre for Children 
in Sarnia have taken a role in contributing information for parents. All will either 
have representation in person and/or through literature that will go home with 
families for future reference. 

● Families can complete the kindergarten registration online at the Board website, 
and then bring their documents to KinderSTARt to complete the process.   

● Families will find the KinderSTARt calendars online at the Board website to see 
when the event is taking place at their home Catholic school. They can register 
for KinderSTARt here as well.  
 

3.  Project SEARCH Update  Jen Morrow  
● Project SEARCH will move forward in the Sarnia Lambton area. It is a one year to 

work program for students with developmental disabilities. 
● The Sarnia Lambton YMCA will be our business partner and will provide a 

classroom/home base for the students to report to on a daily basis. They will also 
provide internships/3 co-op experiences. 

● Goodwill will provide a Skills Trainer who will work alongside the classroom 
teacher when the students are in their co-op placements. 

● This program will be run by SCCDSB, however, we will recruit students from 
LKDSB for the program opportunity.  

● We are at the beginning of this journey with many steps yet to come. 
 

4. 2024-2025 School Year Calendar  Lisa Demers 
● Lisa shared the draft 2024-2025 school year calendar. It will be brought to the 

Board of Trustees and upon their endorsement, will be sent to the Ministry for 
approval. 

 
G. REPORTS FROM THE BOARD 

● N/A 
 
H. QUESTIONS ASKED BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
I. PRESENTATIONS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
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J.  FUTURE MEETING DATES 
 

Monday, February 12, 2024 
Monday, March 18, 2024 
Monday, April 15, 2024 
Monday, May 13, 2024 
Monday, June 17, 2024 

 
K. CLOSING PRAYER 
 
L.  ADJOURNMENT (Motion) 

Motion By Brenda Roby and seconded by Kayla Murphy to adjourn the SEAC meeting 
of Monday, January 15, 2024 at 6:49 p.m.  Carried. 

 


