St. Clair Catholic REPORT TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES

o Lisa Demers, Director of Education
District School Board

Enclosure 9

Date: September 23, 2025
Prepared by: Lisa Demers, Director of Education
Subject: Pastoral Plan 2025-26: Anchored in Hope

Background

Each year, the St. Clair Catholic District School Board renews its commitment to the faith
formation of students and staff through a system-wide Pastoral Plan. Rooted in Catholic
tradition, the plan affirms our mission to nurture Christ-centered learning communities of faith,
anchored in hope and love.

Developed collaboratively with the Catholic Faith Advisory Committee, the System Chaplaincy
Lead, and the Catholic Elementary Curriculum Consultant, the 2025-2026 Pastoral Plan is
grounded in the scriptural theme:

“We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul.” (Hebrews 6:19)

This year’s theme, Anchored in Hope, calls us to place our trust in Jesus Christ and to live out
our Catholic faith with confidence, resilience, and compassion. It is an invitation to recognize
hope as a sacred anchor in our lives—offering stability in uncertain times and purpose in our
journey together as a Catholic community.

Emphasizing the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations

The 2025-2026 Pastoral Plan is deeply aligned with the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations
(OCSGEs), which articulate the vision of the learner we strive to form—rooted in faith and prepared to
shape a better world.

Each month of the school year will focus on one of the OCSGEs, allowing students and staff to explore
and embody these expectations in meaningful, faith-filled ways. Paired with scripture and guided by
Gospel values, these monthly themes will shape school-wide activities, prayer, curriculum connections,
and community outreach.
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We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul,
a hope that enters the inner shrine behind the curtain.

(Hebrews 6:19)

At St. Clair Catholic, our faith is at the heart of everything we do. Through
the Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ program, we bring faith to life in our
classrooms and school communities, guided by the Ontario Catholic School
Graduate Expectations. In partnership with families and parishes, we
nurture a strong, faith-filled community.

September: We are caring family members

" We are called to be caring family members who attend to family, school,
' parish, and the wider community with respect rooted in God's love.

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! (Psalm 133:1)

October: We are collaborative contributors

We are called to find meaning, engagement, dignity, and vocation in work
which respects the rights of all and contributes to the common good.

For we are God's servants, working together; you are God's field, God's building.
(1 Corinthians 3:9)

i November: We are responsible citizens

We are called to serve as responsible citizens who give witness to Catholic
social teaching by promoting peace, justice, and the sanctity of human life.

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (Micah 6:8

Advent: November 30 - December 24
A time for peace, hope, joy, and love.

f January: We are reflective, creative, and holistic thinkers

| We are called to solve problems and make responsible decisions with an
informed moral conscience for the common good.

Honor everyone. Love the family of believers. Fear God. Honor the emperor. (1 Peter 2:17)
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:;,‘ ‘ February: We are self-directed, responsible, lifelong learners

« & ' We are called to learn together today to transform tomorrow. We are called to
" ""*- &Y ' develop and demonstrate our God-given potential.

ol | can do all things through him who strengthens me. (Philippians 4:13)

Lent: February 18 - April 2
A season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.

:‘t We will celebrate the signs and sacred mystery of God's presence through
word, sacrament, prayer, forgiveness, reflection, and moral living.

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your insight. (Proverbs 3:5)

Catholic Education Week: May 3 - May 9
We are pilgrims of hope on the path to holiness.

15 %
R

2 4

-

e 3

’%‘
-

values.

:) June: We are effective communicators

We are created in the image and likeness of God. We are called to speak,
write, and listen honestly and sensitively, responding critically in light of gospel

\) And he said to them, "Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.”

(Mark 16:15)

Anchored in Hope Prayer
Dear Lord,

Thank You for giving us hope through Jesus.

Help us to keep Jesus at the center of our hearts.

You are always with us, anchoring us in hope and
love. Let Your light guide us and fill us with
courage and strength.

Lord, help us to be patient and caring, always
ready to lend a helping hand.

With Jesus as our anchor, may we face each day
with trust and joy, knowing that Your love is the
foundation of our hope.

Amen.

2025-2026 Key Actions

Anchored in hope, and with Jesus and the
teachings of the Catholic Church, we will:

o Integrate Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ
into daily religion instruction

¢ Reflect our Catholic faith in all aspects of
school life

o Align learning with the Ontario Catholic
School Graduate Expectations

o Strengthen partnerships through regular
communication with families and parishes
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Strengthening Our Catholic Learning Community

The 2025-2026 Pastoral Plan continues to support key areas of Catholic education:
e 0Ongoing use of Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ for K-8 religious instruction
e A visible and active Catholic identity across all aspects of school life
e Purposeful integration of the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations

e Strengthened partnerships with families and parishes through open communication

Together, these elements foster a culture of faith, inclusion, and service in our schools.

Recommendations

That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report: Pastoral Plan 2025-26:
Anchored in Hope, for information.
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