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BACKGROUND: 
 
On June 10, 2008 the Board of Trustees for the St. Clair Catholic District School Board voted to 
approve the establishment of an Accommodation Review Committee to lead a public review of 
the St. Patrick’s Catholic High School and St. Christopher Catholic Secondary School 
communities.  The review, which was conducted in five public meetings from November 18, 
2008 to May 19, 2009, resulted in two reports to the Board of Trustees – one from the 
Accommodation Review Committee, the other from senior administration of the Board.   
 
In making these reports public at the June 16, 2009 Regular Meeting of the Board, the Director 
of Education gave notice to the community that Trustees would make a final decision with 
regard to the possible consolidation/closure recommended in the reports at the November 24, 
2009 Regular Meeting of the Board.   Should Trustees decide in favour of consolidation/closure, 
a second decision will be required with respect to the naming of the consolidated school.    
 
During the course of the summer of 2009 the Board’s Supervisor of Communications and 
Community Relations placed ads in local newspapers and posted notices to the Board’s website, 
which advertised a September 15, 2009 special public session of the Board’s Committee of the 
Whole.  The purpose of this special meeting was to invite public comment on the 
accommodation review reports.  The principals of the two secondary schools invited members of 
the Catholic School Community Councils, Student Councils and alumni groups to speak.  There 
were also 20 additional opportunities for members of the St. Patrick’s and St. Christopher 
Catholic school communities (10 each) to register and be heard on this subject.  In all, the agenda 
for the meeting included 23 delegations. 
 
While there were opposing views with regard to the naming of the new school, there was 
overarching agreement that Catholic education in Sarnia-Lambton remain strong and vibrant.  It 
should also be noted that not one of the presenters refuted the recommendation of the ARC or the 
staff with regard to the closure of the East Street site and consolidation at the Rapids Parkway 
site.  The differences of opinion arose with respect to the single issue of choosing a name for the 
new consolidated school.   
 
It is with those differences in mind that I offer to the Board of Trustees the following 
recommendations, which represent the full menu of choices before them and to ensure a fulsome 
discussion on this important issue. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
1) That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report:  Consolidation and 

Naming of the Sarnia Catholic Secondary School for information. 
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2) That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board approve a motion to consolidate the 

two secondary school communities of St. Christopher and St. Patrick’s at the Rapids 
Parkway site; that construction be undertaken at the Rapids Parkway site to accommodate the 
consolidated school population; that upon completion of construction at the Rapids Parkway 
site (expected September 2013) that the current St. Patrick’s site at 281 East St., N., shall be 
closed and the building and land be disposed of as per Board policy and Ministry of 
Education guidelines.  This recommendation is contingent on funding. 

 
3) That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board approve a motion that until such time 

as consolidation is complete, boundaries for the Sarnia secondary schools will remain in 
place as they currently exist, as will transportation.  At the time of consolidation, Lambton 
County will constitute the catchment area for the new consolidated school at the Rapids 
Parkway site. 

 
4) a. That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board approve a motion that prior to 

 consolidation of the two Catholic secondary schools at the Rapids Parkway site, that the 
 Director of Education appoint a committee of representative stakeholders for the purpose 
 of selecting a name other than St. Patrick’s or St. Christopher for recommendation to the 
 Board of Trustees; or, 

 
 b. That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board approve a motion that upon  

 consolidation of the two Catholic secondary schools at the Rapids Parkway site, that the 
 new school be named St. Christopher Catholic Secondary School; or, 

 
 c. That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board approve a motion that upon 

consolidation of the two Catholic secondary schools at the Rapids Parkway site, that the 
new school be named St. Patrick’s Catholic High School. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


