
 
REPORT TO BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

March 23, 2010 
 

Paul Wubben, Director of Education 
 
 
SUBJECT:  Gregory A. Hogan English Program Accommodation 
 
PREPARED BY: Paul Wubben, Director of Education 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Some years ago, the Board established a French Immersion program at Gregory Hogan Catholic 
School.  The goal was to offer the students in Sarnia-Lambton a program similar to that which is 
provided in Chatham-Kent.  Gregory A. Hogan Catholic School was chosen as the location 
because there was a base of support for the program at the school and in the immediate area.  The 
school was also chosen because it had excess capacity and, based on projections, those empty 
pupil places would grow over time to the point that the school would no longer be viable.  The 
rationale was that by introducing French Immersion, the vacant student spaces at Gregory A. 
Hogan would be filled and the school would not face closure. 
 
The program has grown from very small numbers to being a very popular program that had 47 
registrants in JK last year.  The French Immersion program has a projected enrolment of 214.0 
FTE for September 2010.  This success has had the desired effect, with excess capacity being 
virtually eliminated.  In tandem with the robust numbers for French Immersion, the English 
program continues to suffer the decline in enrolment predicted many years ago.  These two 
elements resulted in a staff decision to move JK- grade 2 English students from Gregory A. 
Hogan to Sacred Heart Catholic School, effective September 2008.   Since that time the French 
Immersion program has grown even stronger, while the English program continues to weaken.  
These two factors have resulted in an inability to accommodate all of the English students at 
Gregory A. Hogan in 2010-2011.  Further, enrolment in the English program has diminished to 
the degree that the program will no longer be viable in the near future.  The small class sizes also 
place pressures on the rest of the system, due to the class average required by the Ministry of 
Education and the PDT agreements. 
 

GREGORY A. HOGAN - Enrolment History & Projections 
                            
  JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 TOTAL Program School 
                        FTE FTE 

2005 Eng 4 9 10 14 17 19 27 34 36 27 197 190.50 
2005 Imm 21 21 19 18             79 58.00 248.50 
2006 Eng 8 3 9 11 15 16 20 27 35 35 179 173.50 
2006 Imm 21 22 20 17 16           96 74.50 248.00 
2007 Eng 7 8 4 9 11 18 17 20 32 36 162 154.50 
2007 Imm 29 26 22 21 19 16         133 105.50 260.00 
2008 Eng         9 5 17 19 21 32 103 103.00 
2008 Imm 46 35 27 24 20 17 16       185 144.50 247.50 
2009 Eng           11 5 17 18 21 72 72.00 
2009 Imm 47 44 34 27 22 20 19 16     229 183.50 255.50 
2010 Eng             11 6 17 17 51 51.00 
2010 Imm 30 46 43 30 27 22 20 18 16   252 214.00 265.00 

                  Enclosure 6 



REPORT: 
Gregory A. Hogan English Program Accommodation 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

- 2 - 

 
As stated in the Ministry of Education Guidelines with regard to student accommodation and in 
Board Policy 7.4 – Student Accommodation and Boundary Review, an accommodation review in 
this case is not required.   
 
 Policy 7.4 – Student Accommodation and Boundary Review – Section 3 – The Pupil 
 Accommodation Review Guidelines shall not apply under the following circumstances: 

(c) When the Board is planning the relocation in any school year or over a 
number of school years, of a grade or grades, or a program, where the 
enrolment constitutes less than 50% of the enrolment of the school.  This 
calculation is based on the enrolment at the time of the relocation, or the first 
phase of relocation, carried over a number of school years. 

 
While there is no legal obligation to consult parents, it is in keeping with the manner in which 
the Board conducts business to do so and a public meeting was convened for parents of students 
in the school’s English language program by the Superintendent of Education responsible for 
Sarnia-Lambton schools.  A further two meetings were held with a representative group of 
parents.  The intent of the meetings was to listen, to hear questions, to provide information and to 
seek input.  Below is a summary of the recommendations that were presented to me by the 
Superintendent of Education, on behalf of the parents’ group. 
 

1. The 2010-11 grade 7 and 8 students to remain at Gregory A. Hogan with a written 
guarantee that they will graduate from the school. 

  
2. The current grade 4 and 5 students (5 and 6 in September 2010) to be permitted to select 

the school of their choice for September 2010 – either Sacred Heart or St. Anne.  
Students who opt for a school which is out of boundary to be “grandfathered” and not 
required to apply for out of boundary placements each year; and that this decision be 
confirmed in writing. 

 
3. Bussing to be provided for students who opt to attend St. Anne Catholic School.  We 

respectfully submit that this is a reasonable request, due to the great costs associated with 
bussing students who attend French Immersion classes at Gregory A. Hogan Catholic 
School from much further distances. 

 
4. Transition plans to be put in place by Spring 2010, so that students transferring to either 

St. Anne or Sacred Heart will feel welcomed. 
 

5. We request that the decision by the Director of Education be communicated to parents by 
April 1, 2010 so that students/parents can make their declarations regarding school 
selection. 

 
ACTION: 
 
Under my authority as Director of Education, I am able to decide the matters in each of the 
recommendations before me, except two – which require exemptions to policy.   
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In these cases, I must refer the matters to the Board of Trustees, with the following 
recommendations: 
 

• That students currently in the English program grades 4 (11) and 5 (6) not attend Gregory 
A. Hogan Catholic School September of 2010 and that students in these cohorts be 
permitted to select their school of choice for September 2010, either Sacred Heart or St. 
Anne, regardless of the boundary in which they reside.  It is further recommended that 
these out of boundary requests be “grandfathered” for the length of the students’ 
elementary school career, and that parents need not apply for out of boundary status on an 
annual basis.   

 
As this action will require an exemption to Board Policy 3.1 – Admission of Students, it 
comes before Trustees as a recommendation, which will require Board approval. 

 
• That bussing be provided for those students in the current English program grade 4 and 5 

cohorts, who opt to attend St. Anne Catholic School.  I have reviewed this matter with 
Transportation Services and have determined that, although there will be some cost to the 
Board, it is reasonable in this circumstance to grant this request. 

 
As this action will require an exemption to Board Policy 9.2 – Student Transportation, it 
comes before Trustees as a recommendation, which will require Board approval. 

 
With respect to the other matters, the following decisions have been taken: 
 

• The English program students currently attending grade 6 (17) and grade 7 (17) will 
continue to attend Gregory A. Hogan in the 2010-2011 school year, provided that the 
combined enrolment does not drop below 20.   

 
• The current English program grade 6 students will continue to attend Gregory A. Hogan 

in the 2011-2012 school year, provided that the class enrolment does not drop below 14.  
 

• The Superintendent of Education will be directed to work with principals of Gregory A. 
Hogan, St. Anne and Sacred Heart Catholic schools, regarding the development of 
transition plans for students in the current grade 4 and 5 cohorts, to ensure they feel 
welcomed in their transfer to their new school communities. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report:  Gregory A. Hogan 
English Program Accommodation, for information. 
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That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board approve a one-time exemption under 
Policy 3.1 – Admission of Students to permit pupils in grades 4 and 5 of the English 
language program at Gregory A. Hogan Catholic School to transfer to either Sacred Heart 
or St. Anne effective September 2010 regardless of the boundary in which they reside; and 
further that any out of boundary requests which result from these transfers be 
“grandfathered” for the length of the students’ elementary school careers. 
 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board approve an exemption under Policy 9.2 – 
Student Transportation, which would extend to students in the current English program 
grade 4 and 5 cohorts at Gregory A. Hogan Catholic School, who opt to attend  
St. Anne Catholic School, the privilege of transportation to and from school, and that this 
privilege be “grandfathered” for the length of the students’ elementary school careers. 


