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Review of Programs and Service for Students with Learning Disabilities

The Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) of the St. Clair Catholic District
School Board directed a review of the programs and services for students with learning
disabilities across the district.

Objectives:

The overall objectives of the review are:

>

To ensure that programs and services delivered to students with learning
disabilities across the St. Clair Catholic District School Board are in accordance
with the stated values and beliefs of the Board and the Special Education
Advisory Committee (SEAC)

To review Ministry criteria for identification of the learning disabled student

To compile and assess information relating to the delivery of programs and
services to students with learning disabilities across the district

To identify any existing gaps in programs and services for students with learning
disabilities
To provide a demographic overview of students with learning disabilities in the

St. Clair Catholic District School Board

To identify and make recommendations regarding resources, programs and
services to meet the needs of students with learning disabilities. To identify
potential support in the community that is available for students/staff.

To provide information on best practices for staff working with students who have
learning disabilities

To survey and plan for in-service needs for staff working with students who have
learning disabilities

To ensure resources and services are distributed in a fair and equitable manner
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Process of the Review

Oct. 2003

This review will take place during the 2002-2003 school years. The following steps will

be followed during this process:

—

Appoint the review team

Define the review task

Initiate data collection process

Collect data

o 0 N kWD

Follow-up on recommendations

Committee Membership

Establish the objectives for the review

Review committee will develop methods for data collection

Analyze, interpret and evaluate data collected

Prepare and present a report based on the collected data

Special Education Consultant

Renee Zarebski - Consultant

Elementary Program Resource Teacher

Gerri Boudreau, St. Peter Sarnia

Elementary Program Resource Teacher

Carol Ruth, St. Peter Canisius

Secondary Classroom Teacher

Ed Freeburn, UCC

Elementary Principal

Jane McLaughlin — Principal, St. Philip

Elementary Principal/VP

Nicole Stevens — V.P., St. Ursula

Elementary Principal/VP

Cindy Allaer — V.P., St. Therese

Speech and Language Pathologist

Shawn Christensen, SLP

SEAC Member

Maureen McGrail, SEAC

Student Advocate Secondary

Crystal Lozon, Leanne Breynaert

Elementary Classroom Teacher

Dureck Culverwell, Our Lady of Fatima

Elementary Classroom Teacher

Jeanne Girard, St. Joseph, Tilbury

Parent Representative

Maureen McGrail
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The Review

The following chart outlines the steps to be followed during the review. The
responsibilities, process and timelines are as follows:

Guideline Responsibility Timeline
Set the Renee Zarebski — Program Resource Consultant October
Committee and | The objectives for the review are: 2002
Establish the » To ensure that programs and services delivered to

Objectives for students with learning disabilities across the St.

the Review Clair Catholic District School Board are in

accordance with the stated values and beliefs of
the Board and the Special Education Advisory
Committee (SEAC)

» To examine the criteria for identification of the
learning disabled student

» To compile and assess information relating to the
delivery of programs and services to students
with learning disabilities across the district

» To identify gaps in programs and services for
students with learning disabilities

» To provide a demographic overview of students
with learning disabilities in the St. Clair Catholic
District School Board

» To identify and make recommendations regarding
resources, programs and services to meet the
needs of students with learning disabilities. To
identify potential support in the community
available for students/staff.

» To provide information on best practices for staff
working with students with learning disabilities

» To survey and plan for in-service needs of staff
working with students with learning disabilities

» To ensure resources and services are distributed
in a fair and equitable manner across the system
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Appoint the
Review Team

Elementary program resource teacher (2)
Secondary program resource teacher
Elementary classroom teacher (2)
Secondary classroom teacher
Elementary principal/VP (2)

SEAC Member

Student Advocate

Parent Representative

Speech and Language Pathologist
Special Education Consultant

October 2002

Projected
Activities

VIVVVVVVVYYVYY

vv VWV VvV V

Review of stated values and beliefs of the St.
Clair Catholic District School Board and the
Special Education Advisory Committee
(SEAC)

Review the Board’s process for Identification,
Placement and Review for students with
Learning Disabilities and the Ministry
Definition for Communication: Learning
Disability

Gather information related to existing programs
and services for students with learning
disabilities across the district

Identify any gaps in programs and services
across the district

Compile a demographic profile of students
identified with learning disabilities

Conduct a survey and compile a list of
recommended resources and programs
Provide ideas/strategies on best practices
Collect information through survey and gap
analysis regarding proposed professional
development/in-service in the area of working
with students who have learning disabilities
Review materials/programs/services to
determine whether they are spread in an
equitable manner across the system

Nov/Dec/Jan
2002/2003
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Sub Committee
Structure

Philosophy Subcommittee — Shawn Christensen, Renee
Zarebski, Cindy Allaer

Survey Subcommittee — all members

Resource Subcommittee — Dureck Culverwell, Carol
Ruth, Nicole Stevens

Demographic Subcommittee — Maureen McGrail, Ed
Freeburn, Jane McLaughlin, Gerri Boudreau
Identification/MET definition — Renee Zarebski

November
2002

Define the
Review Task

A review of the stated values and beliefs of the St.
Clair Catholic District School Board and the Special
Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) will entail:

A review of the mission statement.

Identification of any gaps in the stated values and the
practice in providing service for students with learning
disabilities.

The Board’s IPRC process as stated in the Board’s
Special Education Plan as well as the MET definition
for identification will be reviewed.

To gather information across the district relating to
programs and services for students with learning
disabilities the committee will:

» Develop a survey for distribution to schools
seeking input from principals, program resource
teachers, students, parents and classroom
teachers
Distribute the surveys
Collect data
Analyze and collate data
Identify any gaps in services
Make conclusions and develop
recommendations

VVVVY

To collect demographic information a search will be
conducted using the Special Education electronic
database.

Through the surveys, information will be gathered on
programs and services provided to students with
learning disabilities. We will also collect information
on best practices when working with students with
learning disabilities. Using this information as a
springboard, a list will be developed for distribution to
all schools outlining recommended programs, services
and best practices. We will also identify any
community resources recommended by schools.

December
2002
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Through the survey, information will be gathered for
in-service for staff. A plan will be developed to
address the identified areas.

Information collected regarding programs and services
will be analyzed to determine equitable access across
the system.

Process

The following timelines will be adhered to:

Task Timeline
Establish the Steering Committee June 2002
Appoint the Review Committee October 2002
Finalize the Objectives for the Review November 2002
Identify current programs and services November 2002
Establish sub-committees November 2002

Develop and distribute survey

December/January 2003

Analyse, interpret and evaluate survey results | February/March 2003

Propose and develop recommendations March 2003
Finalize Report April 2003
Methodology

Methodology Each sub-committee will choose an appropriate

The Philosophy committee researched the St. Clair
Catholic District School Board’s Vision Statement
and Mission Statement. These values were aligned
with the beliefs outlined by the Special Education
Advisory Committee.

The Survey subcommittee developed seven
surveys. These were distributed to the following
groups: Elementary/Secondary classroom teachers,
Elementary/Secondary program resource teachers,
Principals, a sample of parents and a sample of
students.

The questionnaires were a combination of rating
scales, open-ended questions and yes/no questions.

methodology to gather the information they require.

May, 2003

March, 2003
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Plan for Data
Collection

Gather Data

Analyze, Interpret,
Evaluate

Prepare Report

Finalize and
Present Report and
Recommendations

The Resource subcommittee reviewed the
questionnaires to determine resources in various
schools that were valued by teachers.
Questionnaires asked teachers to identify programs
and resources currently used to work with students
who have learning disabilities. Materials could be
used for programming, accommodations and/or
direct instruction. Lists of these resources will be
compiled and shared across the district.

The Demographics subcommittee compiled through
the use of the Board special education database a
profile of students identified as Communication:
Learning Disability or Multiple with one area being
Communication Learning Disability.

Identification of Students by the St. Clair Catholic
District School Board, Ministry of Education
definition, ISA Criteria for 3.2 and 3.3 profile, the
LDAO definition and co-terminous Board’s
practice for identification were reviewed.

The surveys from the survey subcommittee were
distributed to the program resource teachers in
March. The program resource teachers were asked
to identify samples of students and parents to
complete the surveys. The surveys were returned
to the program resource teachers by the end of
March.

The survey data was returned to the Board office.
The committee met and scored the data.

The data was processed into percentages, charts and
information listings. The committee met to review
the data and identify emerging trends and needs.
Initial draft recommendations were discussed.

A draft incorporating recommendations from
discussion and review of survey information was
compiled. Further discussion was needed.

Finalized report to be presented to:
Special Education Advisory Team
SEAC and School Staffs

May, 2003

May, 2003

June, 2003

March, 2003

April, 2003

June, 2003

June, 2003

September,
2003
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Philosophy Sub-Committee

Review of the St. Clair Catholic District School Board’s Vision and Mission statements
reflect the board’s commitment to all learners within the system.

The Vision Statement for the St. Clair Catholic District School Board is: Lighting the
Way ~ Rejoicing in Our Journey

The Mission Statement for the St. Clair Catholic District School Board is:

Walking together in Christ’s light, we are called to build a Catholic learning community,
and to serve as partners in the formation of life long learners, by:

Witnessing our faith.

Empowering individuals through celebrating their achievements.
Creating innovative learning environments.

Fostering stewardship and justice.

YVVY

The Special Education Advisory Committee has outlined a set of beliefs, which are
published in the Board’s Special Education Plan. These beliefs promote:

» The rights of the learner to an inclusive educational program in the regular
classroom program as the child’s needs for a differentiated program will permit.
Integration will take precedence over segregation whenever possible taking into
account the needs of the child and the parents’” wishes.

» The education of each student is a shared responsibility between the classroom
teacher and the program resource team and the child’s parent/guardian. Through
a collaborative partnership the classroom teacher will be supported in modifying
and personalizing the curriculum for exceptional learners.

» Learners have the right to access a spectrum of special education programs and
services to support their learning.

» When support staff is assigned to provide direct assistance to an exceptional
learner, care must be taken to maintain focus on the ultimate goal of independence
and autonomy.

» Since communities assist in raising children, the Board maintains open and active
partnerships with various local, regional, and provincial agencies to access
resources and promote a smooth transition to post-secondary education, work or
living in the community.

» This philosophy is based on the commitment that the education of each student is
a shared responsibility between the classroom teacher and the program resource
team and the child’s parent/guardian. Through a collaborative partnership the
classroom teacher will be supported in modifying and personalizing the
curriculum for exceptional learners.

10
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Analysis

The Board’s Vision and Mission statements clearly outline the commitment of the Board
to all learners. Statements such as “creating innovative learning environments” and
“empowering individuals through celebrating their achievements” relate directly to the
provision of programs and services being provided by schools to the population of
students who have learning disabilities. The belief statements outlined by SEAC clearly
present the rights of students to an inclusive education based on their programming
needs. This is in accordance with the mandate from the Ministry of Education and
Training, which advocates for the classroom to be considered as the primary placement
for all exceptional students when it is in accordance with parental wishes.

All students within the St. Clair Catholic District School Board are receiving their
programs and services through their local schools. Students’ programs are delivered
through a variety of models and combinations including: in class support, small group
assistance, sustained withdrawal and monitoring by the program resource teacher.

Conclusion

The St. Clair Catholic District School Board is providing programs and services for
students who have learning disabilities within their local schools and in their regular
classroom. This practice is based on the commitment to the rights of all learners to an
inclusive educational program in the regular classroom to the degree that the child’s need
for differentiated program will permit.

11
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Identification Sub-committee

This committee examined the Ministry of Education criteria for students identified
exceptional in the Communication — Learning Disability Area.
The Ministry of Education Criteria is as follows:

A learning disorder evident in both academic and social situations that involve one or
more of the processes necessary for the proper use of spoken language or the symbols of
communication, and that is characterized by a condition that:

a.

is not primarily the result of

» impairment of vision;
» impairment of hearing
» physical handicap
» mental retardation
» primary emotional disturbance; or
> cultural difference and
results in a significant discrepancy between academic achievement and
assessed intellectual ability, with defects in one or more of
» receptive language (i.e., listening, reading);
» language processing (i.e., thinking, conceptualizing, integrating);
> expressive language (i.e., talking, spelling, writing);
» mathematical computations; and
may be associated with one or more conditions diagnosed as:
» aperceptual handicap;
» brain injury
» minimal brain dysfunction;
» dyslexia; or
» developmental aphasia

The steps leading to the identification of a student with a learning disability are as
follows:
> the classroom teacher observes, assesses and monitors students. In the event a

student appears to be at risk, the classroom teacher completes a Referral to
Resource Form, which is signed by the principal. This form outlines the student’s
strengths, needs and intervention strategies implemented in the classroom

an in-school meeting consisting of the principal, program resource teacher and
classroom teacher is held. The strategies implemented by the classroom teacher
are reviewed, suggestions are made and the student’s classroom portfolio may be
reviewed. At this point, in-school assessment may be recommended using the
KeyMath and/or Brigance

the program resource teacher schedules a School Based team meeting to discuss
the testing results with the parent and recommendations for next steps or further
assessments are made. These could include the following: speech and language

12
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assessment, occupational therapy assessment, hearing assessment, vision
assessment or a psychoeducational assessment.

> in the event a psychoeducational assessment is recommended the parent must give
signed consent. The referral package is sent to Central Office and an appointment
for the assessment is scheduled.

» awritten report is prepared following the assessment and the report is conferenced
with the parent and the school. Next steps are discussed.

» if the psychoeducational assessment determines a significant discrepancy between
the student’s assessed cognitive ability and their academic achievement and their
full scale 1.Q. score or the performance or verbal 1.Q score (whichever score
indicates a best estimate of their cognitive function) is within the average range,
the recommendation may be to refer the student to the Identification, Placement
and Review Committee (IPRC).

» The Identification, Placement and Review Committee is comprised of the
principal, acting as Chair, the classroom teacher, the program resource teacher
and the designated program resource consultant. The parents, and if appropriate,
the student are invited to the meeting. At this meeting the student’s strengths,
needs and proposed identification are reviewed. A Statement of Decision is
signed and the student is formally identified as an exceptional learner in the
Communication — Learning Disability category.

The criterion used by the St. Clair Catholic District School Board is similar to that used
by our coterminous board. The Lambton Kent District School Board completes
assessments in-house while the St. Clair Board contracts assessments to a private firm.

The Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario under the direction of the Ministry of
Education has drafted a new definition for Learning Disabilities (see appendix). This
definition is the basis for students submitted through the ISA process but has not been
adopted for the Ministry Definition for Exceptionalities to date. Claims submitted for
students under the ISA (Level 3.2) process must meet the following criteria:

» A confidential assessment summary must be completed with data being collected
within the same 18-month period. The summary must be signed by a member of
the College of Psychologists

> The highest obtained IQ or composite score falls within the Average range (25"
percentile rank) or higher and

» A score on one or more measures of psychological processing logically related to
the academic difficulty falls at least 1.5 standard deviations below the 1Q or
composite score reported above and

» One or more scores on a standardized test of skills related to academic
achievement is at least 2 standard deviations below the IQ or composite score
reported above; and

» A formal diagnosis of a learning disability

The Identification Sub-committee reports the process used to refer and identify students

in the Communication — Learning Disability category within the St. Clair Catholic
District School Board is appropriate and meets with the standards set by the ministry.

13
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Demographic Sub-Committee

The demographic sub-committee with the assistance of Regina Sanders conducted a
search of the special education database to determine the following information:

Number of students Identified through the IPRC process by division and sex as
Communication — Learning Disability or as having Multiple identification with one
component being Communication — Learning Disability.

The information was presented with total number of students per division across the
system with a Communication — Learning Disability identification.
See Table 1 and Table 2.

Discussion of Results

Profile and trends indicate the population of students identified as Communication-
Learning Disability continues to grow. Students in the intermediate/senior division
transitioning to secondary in the next few years will continue to keep the population of
learning disabled students high in the secondary setting. This will impact on programs
and strategies for standardized assessment as well as the Literacy Course.

The greatest population of students identified with learning disabilities is male. This
needs to be considered when schools purchase materials for reading, specialized
programming and teaching strategies.

Recommendations:

» Consideration for purchase of learning materials for students with learning disabilities
should reflect the known demographics of this population.

» Schools, parents and students need to continue to develop self-advocacy skills in
students, especially as they approach the secondary level.

» Schools need to utilize and follow procedures set out in the Early and On Going
Identification process to target and provide early intervention to at risk students in the
primary years.

14
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TABLE 1
Communication- LD at Elementary Level
M series 1
Elementary Communication-LD Elementary Males Elementary Females
Communication LD by Division
300 . Series 1
200
100
0 -
Primary Division Junior Division Intermediate Division
Communication-LD at Secondary Level
300 M series 1

Secondary Communication-LD Secondary Males Secondary Females

14 a
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TABLE 2

| Communication-LD at System Level

. Series 1

Total Population with Communication-LD  Total Males Total Females

14b
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Resource Sub-Committee

The surveys were constructed with questions directed to gaining information on resources
used within the school setting and in the community. Specifically the following questions
were incorporated in the surveys to program resource teachers and classroom teachers:

Please identify any community supports or resources you have accessed to help you in
meeting the needs of students in your school with learning disabilities.

Please identify any programs and resources you are using in your program to assist
students with learning disabilities.

Please share best practices or strategies you have used or witnessed that work well with
students who have learning disabilities.

The survey information will be collated and distributed to schools. It will include:

» Lists of available resources for teachers providing programs to students who have
learning disabilities

» Community resources available to students, teachers and families

» Programs in use by other school boards will be investigated. Some Assembly
Required (SOAR) — a pilot program with the Learning Disabilities Association of
Ontario will be examined.

» Best practices identified by teachers will be collated and shared with all schools

Recommendations:

» Resource list for materials and community support be prepared and distributed to
schools

» Resource list will be updated periodically

» Review Committee will investigate programs targeted specifically to students
with learning disabilities, especially those in the intermediate/senior

» Purchase a copy of the Transition Curriculum for each school

15
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Survey Sub-Committee

The survey sub-committee developed seven surveys (see Appendix). Surveys were
prepared for:

» Classroom Teacher — Elementary

» Classroom Teacher — Secondary

» Program Resource Teacher — Elementary
» Program Resource Teacher — Secondary
» Parent

» Principal

» Student

The surveys asked staff to:
> rate their ability and knowledge in working with students who have learning
disabilities
identify areas needed for professional development
identify programs and resources used in the classroom
share best practices
identify challenges

YVVY

Analysis

Questions on the survey were a combination of open-ended questions and questions
which required a response using a rating scale. Information in chart form was requested
on program resource teacher caseload size and delivery style. Opportunities to provide
comments, suggestions and feedback were provided and collected.

Recommendations
After analysis of the information from the various stakeholders responding to the survey,

the committee finalized the following recommendations for each of the surveys. Collated
responses from the surveys are included in the appendix section.

16
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Principal

Principal surveys were reviewed to determine areas identified by the principals as needs,
gaps in service or area for planning and professional development.

Recommendations:

>
>

Provide listing of community resources

Provide information and professional development to promote continued
opportunity for professional growth in the area of learning disabilities to
principals

Provide professional development to school staffs in the following areas:
behaviour management, classroom strategies, accommodations and home/school
communication

Provide support and materials to assist in delivering staff in-service on early
release days in the area of learning disabilities

Provide a listing of community resources to support teachers, students and
families in the area of learning disabilities

Provide access to data collected regarding best practices in preventative behaviour
strategies, classroom strategies and school strategies to support students who have
learning disabilities

Classroom Teacher - Elementary

Recommendations:

>

YVV VY

Provide training in the area of classroom strategies, assessing learning levels,
accommodations and modifications, programming and assessment

Provide classroom teachers more access to direct professional development in the
area of learning disabilities

Provide professional development opportunities on early release days

Provide a list of community resources

Provide a list of best practices and programs

Classroom Teacher — Secondary

Recommendations:

>

Y VVY

Provide training in the area of behaviour management and classroom strategies to
assist students who have learning disabilities

Provide time on early release days for professional development

Provide information and strategies on accommodations in the classroom

Provide a list of community resources

Provide a list of best practices and programs

17
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Program Resource Teacher — Elementary

Recommendations:
» Provide training in the area of behaviour management, classroom strategies, use
of technology and assessing learning levels
Provide support and training at PRT meetings
Develop and provide to schools an LD Handbook — include websites
Provide a list of community resources
Provide a list of best practices and programs

YVVY

Program Resource Teacher — Secondary

Recommendations:
» Provide training in the area of behaviour management
» Provide opportunities on professional development days/program resource teacher
meetings for in-service
» Provide a list of community resources
» Provide a list of best practices and programs

Parent
Recommendations:
» Provide information to parents on Learning Disabilities using useful websites,
booklets, newsletters, pamphlets, interactive sessions and lending libraries
Student
Recommendations:
» Provide information and professional development to staff on developing self
advocacy in students
» Provide strategies and information on involving the student in the drafting of the

IEP, participation in the IPRC process, annual reviews and the function of the IEP
» Ensure students have training and access to the appropriate technology

18
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Overall Recommendations

In reviewing the Programs and Services for Students who have Learning Disabilities, the
Review Committee makes the following overall recommendations:

>

YV VvV Vv YV V¥V VY V VY

To continue to monitor the demographics of the population of learning disabled
students to ensure future programs and materials meet the identified needs of
these students

To investigate the purchase of programs for students with learning disabilities (i.e.
Transition Curriculum, SOAR)

To continue to distribute and promote in-service information from Amethyst
Provincial Demonstration School and CPRI

To provide information from the local chapters of the LDAO regarding their
programs, services and resource material

To recommend to principals that one early release day per year be devoted to
professional development in the area of learning disabilities

To develop close linkage with the curriculum department to incorporate
accommodations and modifications into board generated curriculum

To support schools in providing information to parents with regard to the IPRC
process, IEP’s and the consultation process

To provide support to schools with technology in place to support students with
learning disabilities

To ensure that programs and services provided at the system level meet the needs
of all schools and target the identified demographics of students who have
learning disabilities

To provide support to schools with the technology currently in place to support
students who have learning disabilities

19
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Appendix

e

T a

et

.

© z £

Elementary Classroom Teacher Survey
Elementary Program Resource Teacher Survey
Secondary Classroom Teacher Survey
Secondary Program Resource Teacher Survey
Principal Survey

Student Survey

Parent Survey

Results — Elementary Classroom Teacher Survey

Results — Elementary Program Resource Teacher
Survey

Results — Secondary Classroom Teacher Survey

Results — Secondary Program Resource Teacher
Survey

Results — Principal Survey
Results — Student Survey
Results — Parent Survey

LDAO — Definition for Learning Disabilities
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APPENDIX A

Review of Programs and Services for Students with Learning Disabilities
Elementary Classroom Teacher Survey School:

Please note:
* Survey Questions relate to students identified through the IPRC process as an exceptional student in the
Communication - Learning Disability area.

1. What grade(s) do you teach?
JK K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

2. How many students in your class are identified with a leaning disability?

3. How many students in your class identified with learning disabilities are receiving:
Accommodations: (curriculum at the same grade level, ie extra time,
photocopied notes)

Modifications: (curriculum at a different grade level)

Please rate the following items from 1 — 4
For rating scale 1 indicates a high level and 4 indicates a low level

4. How well do you feel you are meeting the needs of your learning disabled students?
1 2 3 4

5. How would you rate your knowledge of learning disabilities?
1 2 3 4

6. To help us better plan to meet your professional development needs please rate the areas
where you need more information/support for your students identified with learning
disabilities.

Please rate each of the following items from I - 4
For rating scale 1 is most important and 4 is least important

Behaviour Management

Classroom strategies

Understanding of the IEP

IPRC Process

Assessing individual learning levels
Anecdotal record keeping
Understanding of learning disabilities
Use of technology with learning disabilities
Reporting
Accommodations/modifications
Home-school communication
Teaching self-advocacy
Programming/assessment

Other




7. What is the best format for professional development opportunities for you?
Please rate each of the following items from 1 - 4
For rating scale 1 is most important and 4 is least important

Early Release days _ Bulletins _
P.D. days _ L.D Handbook _
After school sessions L Websites .
Other
8.(a) Do you find the professional reports found in the OSR helpful in planning programs for
your students with learning disabilities? Yes No
Why or why not?

(b) Do you find the IEP a useful planning tool in programming for your students with

learning disabilities? Yes No
Why or why not?
0. Please identify any community supports or resources you have accessed to help you in

meeting the needs of students in your class with learning disabilities.

10.  Please identify any programs and resources you are using in your classroom to assist
students with learning disabilities.

11. As a classroom teacher, what are the challenges facing you in meeting the needs of
students with learning disabilities in your classroom?

12.  Please share best practices or strategies you have used or witnessed that work well with
students who have learning disabilities.




Elementary Program Resource Teacher Survey School:

APPENDIX B

Review of Programs and Services for Students with Learning Disabilities

Name (Optional)

Please note:
* Survey Questions relate to students identified through the IPRC process as an exceptional student in the
Communication - Learning Disability area.

1.

Please indicate areas of expertise you have in working with students with learning
disabilities. This will assist us in planning for future in service areas and for mentorship
opportunities.

Please identify any specific areas of interest you have and may wish to pursue in Special
Education.

Please indicate your level of special education qualification:
Part I

Part 1T

Part Il

Other qualifications:

How long have you been in Special Education? years
How many years have you been a classroom teacher? years
What grade levels have you taught?

Please rate the following items from 1 - 4
For rating scale 1 indicates a high level and 4 indicates a low level

How well do you feel you are meeting the needs of your learning disabled students?
1 2 3 4

How would you rate your knowledge of learning disabilities?
1 2 3 4



10.

To help us better plan to meet your professional development needs please rate the areas
where you need more information/support for your students identified with learning
disabilities.

Please rate each of the following items from 1 - 4

For rating scale 1 most important and 4 is least important

Behaviour Management

Classroom strategies

IEP Development

Assessing individual learning levels
Record keeping

Understanding of learning disabilities
Use of technology with learning disabilities
Reporting
Accommodations/modifications
Home-school communication
Teaching self-advocacy
Programming/assessment

Other

What is the best format for professional development opportunities for you?
Please rate each of the following items from 1 - 4
For rating scale 1 is most important and 4 is least important

Program Resource Teacher Meetings
Early Release days

P.D. days

After school sessions

Bulletins

A learning disabilities handbook
Websites

Other

Do you find the professional reports found in the OSR helpful in developing the IEP for
students with learning disabilities? Yes No
Why or why not?

Please identify any community supports or resources you have accessed to help you in
meeting the needs of students in your school with learning disabilities.




1. Please identify any programs and resources you are using in your resource program to
assist students with learning disabilities.

12.  Asa program resource teacher, what are the challenges facing you in meeting the needs
of students with learning disabilities in your school?

13. Please share best practices or strategies you have used or witnessed that work well with
students who have learning disabilities.




Resource Department Caseload Information Sheet - Elementary Schools

Caseload Summary

*Please combine caseloads for schools with more than one PRT

JK, SK,
Grade
1,2,3

Grade
4,5,6

Grade
7, 8

Total Caseload number

Number Identified
with Learning
Disabilities

Non identified students
receiving
accommodations/
modifications

Please identify the type of service delivery, number of students with learning disabilities and
grade level for the following support models. *Please combine caseloads for schools with more
than one PRT. (This data reflects services provided by the PRT and not the E.A.)

Resource
Teacher

One to One
Support

Withdrawal
Support

In-Class
Support

Monitor

JK/SK

Grade
1,2, 3,

Grade
47 5’ 6’

Grade
7,8




Educational Assistants working with students with learning disabilities

How many educational assistants are currently working with students who have learning

disabilities in your school?

Number

None

Please identify the type of service delivery, number of students with learning disabilities and
grade level for those students currently assisted by educational assistants.

E.A.

One to
One
Support

Approx
%
of week

Small
Group
Support

Approx
%
of week

In-Class
Support

Approx
%
of week

Monitor

Approx
%
of week

JK/SK

Grade
1,2, 3,

Grade
47 5’ 67

Grade
7,8




APPENDIX C

Review of Programs and Services for Students with Learning Disabilities
Secondary Teacher Survey

Please note:

* Survey Questions relate to students identified through the IPRC process as an exceptional student in the
Communication - Learning Disability area.

1.

School:

Please place a 1, 2, 3 or 4 in the appropriate boxes to identify grade(s) and levels taught this
semester by period.

Level

11

12

OAC

Essential/
Work Place

Applied/
College

Academic/
University

College/
University

How many students in your class are identified with a leaning disability?

. # of students with an L.D. How many of t.hese How many of ‘Fhese
Period . . . students receive students receive
identification . . .
accommodations? modifications?
1
2
3
4
Accommodations: curriculum at the same grade level, ie extra time, photocopied notes
Modifications: curriculum at a different grade level

Please rate the following items from I - 4
For rating scale 1 indicates a high level and 4 indicates a low level

How well do you feel you are meeting the needs of your learning disabled students?

1 2

3 4

How would you rate your knowledge of learning disabilities?

1 2

3 4



10.

11.

To help us better plan to meet your professional development needs please rate the areas
where you need more information/support for your students identified with learning
disabilities.

Please rate the following items from 1 - 4

For rating scale 1 is most important and 4 is least important
Classroom strategies Understanding of the IEP

IPRC Process _ Assessing individual learning levels
Anecdotal record keeping . Understanding of learning disabilities
Use of technology with L.D.’s Accommodations/modifications
Reporting L Home-school communication

Teaching self-advocacy Programming/assessment
Behaviour Management Other

What is the best format for professional development opportunities for you?
Please rate each of the following items from 1 - 4
For rating scale 1 is most important and 4 is least important

Early Release days P.D. days

After school sessions Bulletins

LD. handbook Websites

Other

Do you find the IEP and professional reports provided by the resource department helpful
in planning programs for your students with learning disabilities? Yes No
Why or why not?

Please identify any community supports or resources you have accessed to help you in
meeting the needs of students in your class with learning disabilities.

Please identify any programs and resources you are using in your classroom to assist
students with learning disabilities.

As a classroom teacher, what are the challenges facing you in meeting the needs of
students with learning disabilities in your classroom?

Please share best practices or strategies you have used or witnessed that work well with
students who have learning disabilities.




