
PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

May 24, 2017 

 

Attendees 

Cynthia Blair, Tressa Brown, Rob Cicchelli, Judy Hubbard, Leanne Jackson, Rob Kardas,  Erin Moffat-

Sharpe, Christine Monteiro, Norman Monteiro, Joseph Palko, Amanda Pascavage, Chantal Prasad, 

Maria Cossa-Rossi, Isabell Rossi, Frank Torti, Brandon Vale, Mike Voisey, Michelle Williams 

 

Welcome (R. Kardas) 

 

Prayer (J. Palko) 

 

Call to Order 

Motion to Accept Agenda by:  M. Cossa-Rossi; Motion Seconded by:  M. Williams 

Motion to Accept Minutes by:  M. Cossa-Rossi; Motion Seconded by:  C. Prasad 

 One correction – Pro Grant Committee (R. Ciccelli for J. Spanton Chantal Prasad, Christine 

Monteiro, Judy Hubbard) 

 

Student Council Update (I. Rossi) 

Palooza will not be done at year end assembly.  Participation has been dropping and with $4k cost, 

decision was to eliminate.  For assembly, may have a donation box present with proceeds possibly 

going to mental wellness.  Communication should be made to students ahead so those interested 

can pitch in. 

Also was noted dances have not been as successful in terms of participation.  Council is seeking 

advice on how to help improve attendance.  Thursday night events can be tough given multiple 

activities outside school.  Dances are not held on Fridays.  Brandon Vale requested any suggestions 

to increase participation.  Consider student survey for ideas, use google poll, twitter to 

communicate. 

Summertime kids may get together with wellness bracelets, resource number on them.  Continue to 

look for ways to help. 

RC:  $3500-4500 left in council budget.  It is OK to carry this forward into next year.  The school has a 

lot of activities.  Need to balance how many times student learning is interrupted.  We need to 

reflect on what activities we choose to proceed. 

 

<Break for dinner which was very appreciated> 

 

Chaplain Update (J. Palko) 

End of year mass to be held tomorrow.  

Grade 9s prayed rosary as a group.  Last chaplaincy team meeting held.  ~ 90 kids involved in one 

way or another. 

First Christian coffee house event had ~ 50 people with a mix of students and adults. 

There is interest in starting a band for praise and worship to play during school mass. 



More help making announcements.  Student directed group with guidance.  Minutes from 

chaplaincy team are posted online FaceBook. 

 

Literacy/Numeracy Support (F. Torti, E. Moffat-Sharpe) 

EQAO literacy – waiting for test results which will likely be received near end of school year.  A form 

letter will be placed in student file indicating if test was passed.  A numeric mark given but generally 

this is considered pass/fail.  No one really looks at the score. 

Grade 9 diagnostic test was done to help with targeted intervention.  Attempt to make tests as true 

to actual as possible.  Then in grade 10, results help point where to work.  Grade 9s were allowed to 

finish the test but it was noted if they took longer than time allowed.  Early June marked items 

should come back. 

Numeracy – 2 day assessment coming up June 13/14.  Each day students write 1 book during normal 

math period.  Extra help continues M/W 2:30-3:30 through the exam date.  15% of term mark for 

applied; 5% for academic track.  It was noted there is a different test for applies vs academic. 

 

 

Committee Reports 

 

School Safety Committee (C. Blair) 

Will check in before year end. 

  

Board Liaison (T. Brown) 

Budget discussion.  $1.1M has been raised by the board.  Smaller school gets less government 

funding.  Set aside funding to bus students to mass.  St. Pat’s does not have this need.  Overall, 

student numbers stayed on balance, budget same.  Board must carry over funds for retirement and 

gratuity honored from previous contract.  Teachers in province-wide healthcare. 

Retention – met 80% or > grade 12 graduation rate.  St. Pats is highest in the area, experiencing 

great rates and level of contact.  Breakdown of grads:  24% university, 25% college, 48% workforce. 

Catholic Symposium – held in November in Toronto.  Last week comment period closed for input on 

topics. 

 

Uniform Committee (E. Moffat Sharpe) 

Fit show scheduled over two days to try on with order to be shipped to home.  July 18 3-8pm, July 

19 10-3pm.  A flyer will be up in the school. 

A final uniform swap will be held near end of May, early June.  Donate items for tickets to swap or 

movie type prize.  Will continue to take drop offs through end of school year. 

 

Pro Grant Committee (C. Monteiro, C. Prasad, J. Hubbard) 

Application has been filled out.  Have received OK to submit.  Once granted, RC and RK will receive a 

copy of application.  Thank you to the committee for all their work on this item.  We have until June 

2018 to complete the projects. 

RC has submitted the finances from last event.  No further action is needed. 



 

Graduate Acknowledge Committee (M. Williams) 

They continue to have donations coming in.  Will need to send another reminder, including Twitter.   

Community garden is underway with build to be completed in coming days.  DeGroots donated 

plants; expecting a min $1k donation from WalMart; have reached out to Home Depot.  Awesome 

Foundation will try to present in June.  Still some conversation about how to manage the garden in 

the summer.  There is security camera coverage for the area. 

   

Chairperson’s Report (R. Kardas) – None 

Board meeting to be held May 23.  By June 2, summary needed by parent council to submit. 

 

Principal’s Report (R. Cicchelli) 

Student achievement – human resources and support attendance email had gone out.  What was 

our parent reaction? 

Some surprised to receive it, asking if there is a new issue; some took as proactive with nice weather 

coming, message was that attendance correlates to success.  Would the target audience receive the 

message – ie need to appeal to all school demographics.  Recommend a short and succinct message. 

Our students are blessed with opportunities to be involved in a lot of activities but balance is 

necessary.  Suggest conversations with students.  Keep an eye on student achievement.  Suggest 

trying to front load information to parents to aid in decision making.  Timing of communication will 

help earlier in the year. 

Grade 9 – 92% were passing all courses.  Focus on pass rates and level 3 / 4 achievement.  Shows 

success in later years.  Rob will keep seeking our feedback.  Keep visible to key dates early, use of 

google calendar site. 

 

Student leadership - Muskoka Woods:  287 students Gr 7, 130 secondary leaders attended.  Very 

proud of the work that was done.  Student link – opportunity for mentors to new Gr 9.  Aug 31 Gr 9 

orientation.  Goal is to foster solid mentorship.  Chaplaincy program is a positive note. 

 

Demonstration of learning update – social science department will try the concept in 2 areas, Gr 12 

senior courses, Gr 9 applied.  Parents will receive communication. 

 

Thanks & appreciation to Rob K for chairing the meetings, parents for attending. 

 

Positive recognition for 2 grads for completing military co-op.  Both were very excited.  Received 4 

credits, $6400, will spend a week in summer with military and receive 3 certifications.  Great role 

models and shows that achievement comes in different shapes and sizes.  These individuals have a 

bright future. 

 

Snozelen room – a walking tour was given post meeting of the multi-sensory room.  The room is 

almost complete and ready for launch roughly at end of June, fully ready for fall start.  ~ $37k 



fundraised last year.  Hard work by staff to receive a lift through government funding.  Total 

investment in the end is ~ $50k. 

 

Rob K thanked Rob C for his leadership and Liz B for her support of the committee.  ‘Our kids are in 

good hands!’  Thanks to the group and parents for their efforts. 

 

Adjourn 

Future meeting dates:  Sept 19, Nov 14, Jan 16, Mar 27, May 29   


